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POINTS TO PONDER... Welcome!  
Western Community  
       Mission Coordinator— 
 
On April first, Rev. Laura Lupton 
began serving our presbytery as 
Mission Coordinator for five west-
ern most counties of the Presby-
tery: Harnett, Lee, Moore, Hoke 
and Scotland.    

 
Rev. Lupton grew up in Chattanooga, TN.  She was ordained 
in 1995 in East TN Presbytery after graduating from Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary in Mass.  Most recently she 
was on presbytery staff part-time serving Hoke and Cumber-
land Co‘s and serving as stated supply at Godwin 
Church.  She has served other churches in the presbytery, 
including Community Church in Pinehurst.  
 
Over time, she will be visiting churches and sessions in the 5 
counties she serves and facilitating cooperative connections 
between churches and with Presbytery for the betterment of 
our shared mission and ministry.   She is available to preach 
and teach as needed in the Western Community.  Laura is 
the staff representative to the Communications Committee 
and continues to maintain the presbytery website. 

 
She requests that any of the 70 churches that mail a newslet-
ter would please add her to their mailing list using this ad-
dress: Rev. Laura Lupton, P.O. Box 66, Cameron, NC 
28326 or via email to LauraLupton@presbycc.org.  She can 
also be reached at 910-818-9938.   
 
Laura‘s office is in Cameron Presbyterian Church where Dr. 
Teri Ott continues to serve as pastor.  Please keep her and 
all of presbytery staff in your prayers as they seek to serve all 
members faithfully. 

 

Outdoor Ministries Happenings  

  

The renovations on Mc Knight Lodge 

at Camp Monroe have been com-

pleted . We are delighted that this now 

provides us with an up - to -date and 

comfortable lodge for retreats. This provides 16 twin 

beds in 8 bedrooms with all new bathrooms for your 

use. Reservations can be made through the Camp 

Monroe office (910 -276 -1654)  .  

  

This fall Outdoor Ministries Committee is planning 

several sponsored retreat programs for your churches 

to use. Watch for details in Presbyteryôs E-News. 

Also, Thanksgiving at Camp Monroe may be returning 

this fall.  

  

Ministers and DCEs can use the Program Directorôs 

Cabin for personal retreat and renewal . This com-

plete efficiency cabin may be reserved for your use 

from September 15 to May l, There is no charge 

to   you.  

  

Camp registrations are coming in. Get yours in now 

so that you will not miss out on your first choice.  

  

Camp Monroe is your camp and staff is waiting to as-

sist you.  

Our Understanding of Jesus 

 
Who is Jesus to you? Would it surprise you if you 
were in a group of a dozen persons, all devoted 
Christians, and the answer to that question resulted 
in a dozen different answers?...maybe not radically 
different, but with a different emphasis, slant, per-
spective. If we have been raised in the church, have 
listened to Sunday School teachers and preachers 
pretty much of the same orientation all of our lives, 
and as a result have long since formed our own un-
derstanding & mental picture of Jesus, we may un-
consciously assume that our particular understand-
ing is universally held. Or at least universally correct. 
 
Of course, a key issue here is whether our under-
standing of Jesus consists of theologically correct 
doctrinal statements that we have learned, or is it 
directly influenced by our own experience of our 
Risen Lord, our own prayerful study of the scriptures, 
our own sense of the Holy Spirit moving in our lives. 
But given who we fundamentally believe Jesus is, it 
is reasonable to assume that the life of Jesus of Naz-
areth: how he lived, how he related to others, what 
he said, did, taught, how he reacted to situations, 
there is a lot of Jesus to accommodate, to incorpo-
rate into our lives, our minds, our life styles. 
 
So who is Jesus, to you? I mean how it is that Jesus 
is primarily impacting your life? Is he first of all the 
great reconciler – for you? Or is he, for you, the de-
fender of the poor and downtrodden? Is he primarily 
the one who saves you from eternal damnation? Or 
is he more essentially the key to the Way, and the 
Truth about Life? Is Jesus first and foremost the em-
bodied expression of the unconditional love and 
grace of God, or is he more importantly  the means 
of rescue from this world of sin and sadness to a bet-
ter world beyond? 
 
And then the question becomes, how tolerant can we 
be with others who may not seem to sufficiently em-
phasize the things we would want to emphasize 
about Jesus. 
 
I personally came out of a very lean Christian tradi-
tion. I came to the Creeds of the Church late, but 
soon came to appreciate them very much. Yet at this 
later stage of my own Christian journey, I find myself 
more challenged by the things I need to do and be 
as a follower of the Way, than in the things that I am 
required to believe and regularly recite about Jesus. 
Maybe, for me, that‘s the difference between talkinô 
the talk and walkinô the walk. 
 
But what about you? Who is Jesus to you? 
 
 -David Walker,  
General Presbyter/Stated Clerk 

mailto:LauraLupton@presbycc.org
http://www.pensions.org/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=314&mode=2


Music, Art, Dance & Drama CampMusic, Art, Dance & Drama CampMusic, Art, Dance & Drama Campð 
              July 5-10, 2009  
Kirkwood Camp & Conference CenterKirkwood Camp & Conference CenterKirkwood Camp & Conference Center, 
Watha, NC.  Register your 3rd through 5th 
graders for this special summer camping 
experience. 
 
Contact Burgaw Presbyterian Church for more information.  
910-259-2189. 

Presbytery Meeting on June 18, 2009ðWallace/

Rose Hill High School in Wallace, NC 
At the 85th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Coastal Caro-
lina, we will: 

¶ Celebrate the 25th anniversary of PC(USA) being reunited. 

¶ Celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Presbytery of Coastal 

Carolina 

¶ Enjoy visitors from El Presbiterio del Golf de Mexico and 

more... 
The informational packet will be posted online 2 weeks before 
the meeting at   www.presbycc.org/packets.htm .  

 

Presbytery CLP & University Professor Receives the 
D.W. Martin AwardðòScience as Christian Vocationò 
 
Each year, the Presbyterian Association on Science, 
Technology and the Christian Faith (PASTCF) identifies 
up to five scientists persons in science related profes-
sions, who perform their professional work as calling from 
God.   
 
Wm. Bruce Ezell, Jr. was selected by the Association to 
receive the ―Science as Christian Vocation‖ recognition 
this year. Bruce is a professor of Biology and Environ-
mental Science at Pembroke University and serves as a 
Commissioned Lay Pastor to Faith Presbyterian Church, 
Laurinburg, NC. Like his father and maternal grandfather, 
Bruce is an elder at the Laurinburg Presbyterian Church. 
Dr. Ezell and his wife, Nancy Johnson Ezell, are the par-
ents of four children.  The Ezells live with their grand-
daughter in Maxton, NC. 
 
The recognition program is named for Dan Martin who 
was an acoustical physicist, long time active member of 
Presbyterian Men, and the founding Vice-President of  
PASTCF and first editor of the Association‘s journal, 
SciTech.  

PEACEMAKING SCHOLARSHIPS GIVENð 
 

Presbytery‘s Peacemaking Committee will present two 
$1000 scholarships at the June 18 Presbytery meeting to 
students entering college in fall of 2009.  
 
The committee received over a dozen applicants this year 
and were delighted by the quality of the essays.  Each appli-
cant took time to define their personal understanding of 
peacemaking and offered examples of how they are living 
the life of a peacemaker in their schools and churches.  Two 
of the essays seemed to stand out above the rest.  After 
much deliberation, the committee decided to reward  
Meagan Thompson of First Wilmington and Vicki Terzian 
of Westminster Fayetteville each with $1,000 scholarships. 
Vicki will be attending UNC-W and Meagan will be attending 
Meredith College in Raleigh.  Both young ladies will be hon-
ored at the Presbytery Meeting in Wallace. 

 
Celebrate Small Church Ministryð
July 19, 2009 
 
You will be able to download the 
worship resources for Small Church 
Ministry Sunday from the webpage 

at www.pcusa.org/smallchurch. 
 
Workshop models and other resources for small church 
ministry are available and listed at this PCUSA website.  

Presbyteryôs Leadership School/ Learning Fair 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2009 
Robeson Community College, Lumberton, NC 

 
Keynote Speaker ïPhilip Lotspeich, PCUSAôs coordi-

nator of church growth & ministry support within 
the Evangelism & Church Growth Ministry Area.  

Workshops - 3 workshop opportunities – choose from 36 
workshop offerings 

Box Lunch 
Day Camp for Kindergartners - 5

th
 Grade - Cost - $10 

Displays of Presbytery Committees and PC(USA) or-
ganizations 

Presbytery's Resource Center and Montreat Book-
store 

COST - $25 per person until 9/15, then $30 -  

Day Camp for Kind. - 5th grade - $10 
Brochure/registration form will be online at  www.presbycc.org  
under "Upcoming Events". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presbytery Celebrates Outstanding Older Adultsð 
Each year, our churches are asked to nominate an Out-
standing Older Adult. Presbytery‘s Older Adult Ministry 
Committee receives the nominations and forms a selection 
committee with representatives from the six geographical 
regions.   
 
On May 16, 2009, 120 people from 22 churches gathered 
for the Senior Adult Picnic at the Elizabethtown Presbyterian 
Church. We celebrated and honored these nominees for 
their examples of life well-lived.   
 

¶ Penny Bender—Pollocksville Church 

¶ Earl CappsðGalatia (Outstanding Older Adult 
Award Recipient)  

¶ Betty Coggins—Shallotte Church 

¶ Eugenia Cross—Elizabethtown Church 

¶ Nancy Grissom—White Hill Church 

¶ Louise Hord—Philippi Church 

¶ Sue Maness— Parkton Church 

¶ Lois Martin—Buffalo Church 

¶ Gussie McNair—John Hall Church 

¶ Dorothy Moore—Blandonia Church  

¶ David Scurlock—1st Lumberton Church 

¶ Lillian Sherrill—Jackson Springs Church 

¶ Rose Stalvey—Westminster Church, Fayetteville 

¶ Sallie Tatarinowicz—Croatan Church 

¶ Helen Frances Taylor—New Hope Church 

¶ Julia Turner—Pink Hill Church 

¶ Donald Urello—Community Church 

¶ Lottie Welker—McClure Memorial Church 
 

http://www.presbycc.org/packets.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/smallchurch
http://www.presbycc.org/


 
Presbytery Youth Ministry Newsð 
The year is winding down with only one event left for 
the summer, Montreat!   This year we have 25 par-
ticipants who will attend Week 5 of the Conference—
‖World on Fire‖ - July 26—August 1.  At the same 
time, we will also have several churches there as 
well as 2 of our youth working on the planning team!  
This year‘s conference is going to be the best yet. 
 
We have said goodbye to our 15 Youth Council 
graduates and are preparing to welcome our new 
members to our team.  A planning retreat is sched-
uled for August where brainstorming for new ideas to 
enhance Presbytery‘s Youth Ministry program will be 
born.  
 

Our first event of 2009/2010 year will be KICK OFF 
on September 12, 2009.  All Middle School and 
Senior High Youth are invited to join us in Pinehurst 
for a Picnic in the Park.  Be watching for information 
and updates! If you have any questions contact Jen-
nifer Maffia—jennifermaffia@presbycc.org .  
 

New and Improved Sunday School 

Curriculum for Fall 2009 

Rediscover WeBelieve  curriculumðIn 
response to an 18-month survey, PC(USA)‘s Congregational Min-
istries Publishing presents a reshaped & revitalized curriculum for 
2009.  

¶ Wee BelieveðNew, age-appropriate, early childhood for 
toddlers and preschoolers will contain an all-inclusive 
Teacher‘s Book with lesson plans, Bible stories, full-color 
Bible story pictures & resource pages. Web-based enrich-
ment available. 

¶ FAQðFaithfully Asking Questions —New quarterly curricu-
lum for middle school youth developed from questions col-
lected from youth around the country.  

¶ We Believe: Faith Questions —Patterned around the nine 
marks of membership from the Book of Order, these mini-
courses were developed around questions posed by older 
youth.  

Download free samples at www.pcusa.org/webelieve. 
Presbyteryôs POINT Persons, serve as curriculum advocates and 

are available to consult and answer questions about curriculum.  
Suzy Edwards—919-844-5515—sse@clis.com  
Betty Pope—910-295-6848—bpope@cpcpinehurst.org 

Presbyterian Women of the 
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina  
 
PW Fall Gatherings are scheduled 
Aug.22—West Community at  
Jonesboro Presbyterian, Sanford, NC 
Aug. 29—Central Community at  

Bethany Presbyterian, Lumberton, NC 
Sept. 12—East Community at Topsail Presbyterian, 
Hampstead, NC  
 
Sept. 10ðSend quarterly Mission Pledge to Joyce 
Winkler, PO Box 8291, Ocean Isle, NC 28469 

_______________________ 
   Order PW and PC(USA) Leadership Re-
sourcesð   
By calling PDS at 800-524-2612 or visit 
www.pcusa.org/marketplace 

¶ How to Write Church Historyð(PWR-02-105) 

¶ Together in Service Guideð(PWR-07-431) 

¶ 2009 Childrenôs Mission Yearbookð Item # 
9781571530899 

Community Presbyterian Churchôs  
ONE GREAT DAY of SERVICE— 
 
PINEHURST-On Sunday, April 26, over 200 
workers from Community Presbyterian Church 
ventured out into the county to perform their 
first One Great Day of Service.   This is their 
way of engaging with Moore County in touch-

ing lives in big and small ways and to show the light of Christ and 
His Love. 
 
Eighteen different agencies were selected by the leadership team 
and contacted to see if they were interested.  Agencies and their 
projects included:  Lunch Makers who prepared and packed over 
200 lunches for participants to pick up on their way to each site.  
Women‘s Exchange was helped by trimming bushes and shrubs 
and general clean up around the site.  Animal Advocates‘ new 
facility in Aberdeen needed interior rooms painted in the animal 
acceptance area of the office.  The Holy Loafers group of Com-
munity Presbyterian Church made loaves of quick breads to be 
delivered to shut-ins from the congregation.  This group meets 
monthly to perform their offering of love.  Habitat for Humanity 
was assisted and The Interfaith Food Pantry in Aberdeen was 
painted and cleaned.  Sunshine Kids, who assisted the visitation 
committee and are aptly named for spreading ‗Sonshine‘, visited 
shut-ins from the congregation.  Work was also done at the 
church.  Pack 7, Den 7, that meets at the church, planted annuals 
and beautified the gardens in front of Fellowship Hall.  Family 
Promise Day Center in Aberdeen was given a spruce-up of the 
grounds where the children play to make it more suitable for play. 
 
The H. Miley Friendship Garden was tilled, shrubs and bushes 
trimmed so that more light could reach the site.  The produce 
from this garden will be donated to the Interfaith Food Pantry. 
 
At the end of the day, all were invited to come back to the Church 

to take part in a service of celebration.  Participants were asked 

to share their experiences and the ways that they saw God‘s 

hand in the day.  Many excited workers had wonderful stories to 

share of their experiences, but the most wonderful part of the 

entire event was that people worked together for a common pur-

pose to benefit others.  It was also noted that many reported that 

they had met new people from the congregation.  Communion 

was celebrated as people gathered around a center table set with 

four communion vessels.  A fabulous slideshow was shown from 

all of the photos gleaned from the day.  A final committee served 

ice cream sundaes to celebrate all of the accomplishments.  

There were many positive reflections and requests that it be con-

tinued in the future.  It was deemed a huge success. 

Creation Caretakers at West End Church Set 
Goalsð 
The focus of West End Presbyterian Church‘s Crea-
tion Caretakers Team is to enhance the world of 
beauty that God has given us. So, at their first meet-
ing, they reach consensus on three general goals, 
three initial projects, and one long-term dream. 
 
The three goals are: 
1– To evaluate the programs, activities, and facilities 
of the church to make sure that all they do is friendly 
to God‘s creation. 
2– To create new projects that would enhance the 
portion of God‘s creation that the church has direct 
control over. 
3—To design educational opportunities for our 
church members and the community allowing them 
to take home lessons learned about caring for crea-
tion and putting them to use in their homes, our com-
munity, and the world.  
 
The first project is to contact North Carolina Interfaith 
Power and Light, a service of the NC Council of 
Churches, who will perform an overall audit of the  
Churches energy consumption. 
www.ncipl.org  
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