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POINTS TO PONDER... Presbytery of Coastal

In the Gospel according to Luke, (2.19) Mary is portrayed
as Apondering (all these t
10.19, Peter is said to have pondered the vision he had

received. | |l i ke that word
sterds New Coll egiate Dict
this word is, fito think or

In a conversation | was having with one of my daughters a
while back about this word, and that definition, she re-
sponded, AThatds really co
larly try to remind myself of the importance of pondering.
In the midst of all the busy schedules important projects
that | can sometimes be so consumed with, it is so impor-
tant to take the time to sit back and ponder: quietly, so-
berly, deeply.

It is a prayerful time i a quiet prayer: quiet not just be-
cause it is not to be hear
because it is a prayer that is not cluttered by my own
words, even silently. It is a special time to commune with
the spirit of God, in an effort to understand more fully the
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North Regiond Nov. 7 at Cape Carteret Church, Swansboro

South Regiond Nov. 14 at St. Andrews-Covenant Church, Wilming
Didn ad 1'o | agreed and |
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Central Community:

North Regiond Oct. 24 at Village Church, Fayetteville
South Regiond Nov. 7 at First Church, Whiteville

West Community:

North Regiond Nov. 7 at Raven Rock Church, Lillington
South Regiond Nov. 14§t Camg Monroe, L%urel Hill
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Details & registration forms for each event will be available online at
www.presbycc.org .
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meaning of the busy schedule and the important projects.

Individually, | am sure that most of us have similar times
and experiences, and there are likely many times when all
of us are in a fiponderingo
noti whet her we call it by th
commend this to the Presbytery in a more general sense.
We talk a lot these days about the climate or the organiza-
ti onal Afculturedo of a grou
It seems to me that we could stand to emphasize the im-
portance of pondering as a core value of the Presbytery
and all of its entities. We need to appreciate the value and
emphasize the priority of stopping to smell the spiritual
flowers, so to speak, as a way to counter the inclination to
take things (and people) for granted, and just keep on go-
ing through the motions.

The Amotionsod that we go t
many and varied i and necessary. But not at the expense
of losing track of the higher purpose those motions are
intended to serve. And because we believe in a God who
lives and moves among us, refreshing and renewing us by
that Presence and in the Word that has been given to

us, we need to be open to an ever deepening under-
standing of who we are and what we are called to be do-
ing, including those fAmot.i
us.

these

Ponder thingsé

-David Walker, General Presbyter/Stated Clerk

A Farmer Went
On August 30, Sanford-area churches
met in worship to formalize their sup- £
poMoY Grasskdote Midpanic MikiRry. I X
Fhe SanfardArea Priesbyiedidn His- B U
panic Ministry began like the parable of 'f/,
the seeds. _ o _
p or a meeting, or an organi
Seeds for ministry were sown last fall as local pastors heard
of opportunity at our doorstep. In December, volunteer Rev.
Miguel Aragon found a patch of borrowed ground at Jones-
boro Presbyterian Church to plant a Spanish-speaking wor-
ship group. And the gardeners (local churches) gathered in
support to form a Steering Committee for the ministry this
past March.

PNV digBit Rhurches ate filire&tly if/6@® i thietn@rtur¥ of theé

smal | sprout that is fACentro
The rain (financial support) comes as needed, and the sun
(prayer and hard work) shi

field!
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-submitted by Kathryn Dudley
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Stewardship Season!
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Did you know that the Stewardship
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2009 PeaCemaking Offering

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Sunday, October 4

lannual
(it heme,
| The magazine includes articles about:

{1 Encouraging Children to Explore Stewardship

Giving magazine is available free
shipping charges only) for any con-
gregation that makes a request? The

New,
Presbyterian Church, USA produces —

v
Frey

of

his annual magazine in partnership with the Ecumeni-

| cal Stewardship Center. It contains helpful stewardship

&

related articles and an eight-page guide for holding an
stewardship campai
ANew Love; New Mer

1 Basics of Stewardship Theology

1 Top Ten Stewardship Books

1 The Pastor and Money

For more information and instructions on ordering the
magazine, go to
Www.pcusa.org/stewardship/theme.htm.
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http://www.presbycc.org
http://www.pensions.org/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=314&mode=2
http://www.pcusa.org/stewardship/theme.htm

God is Alive on College Campuses!
The Church is connecting
with the campuses of UNC
-W and Cape Fear Com-
munity College. This past
year welcomed a new
campus ministerd Rev.
Kevin Hay. Thanks to the
your support, the Church
has been able to make
meaningful connections

to the lives of students by
sharing the love of Christ
through the student group F.O.C.U.S. (Fellowship of Chris-
tian University Students). F.O.C.U.S. opened and closed
the school year with an exciting new tradition of holding wor-
ship and communion on the beach. Students were able to
experience Godbés amazing gr
beauty of their surrounding
cious gifts of love in Christ.

Fall Retreat Worship

Throughout the year, students experienced a fall retreat, the
College Conference, a Spring Break Mission Trip and
weekly evening meetings.

Campus minister, Rev. Kevin Hay looks forward to this new
school year and welcomes opportunities to share a word
about campus ministry in worship or any other church gath-
ering. Invitations to preach in your congregations are also
welcomed. www.uccmwil.org

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 9
Out of Chaos, Hope

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) enables congregations
and mission partners o the Presbyterian Church (USA) to wit-
ness to the healing love of Christ through caring for communities
adversely affected by crisis and catastrophic events.

PDA is the emergency and refugee program of the Presbyterian
Church (USA). The core budget, including staff and administra-
tive costs, is funded through the One Great Hour of Sharing,
and its program work is additionally funded through designated
gifts.

U.S. Disaster Response & PDA is working with the Presbytery
of West Virginia. In mid-May, flooding affected about 3,000
homes and caused damage throughout six counties although for
the last several years, West Virginia has worked to mitigate flood
damage by moving houses and mobile homes out of low-lying

areas.
hce and | ove through the

BWhat you chnfiéd Yndividals rBap divéthiroBgf thef? Bcdl Prés-
byterian congregation or Presbytery, on the secure web site, or
by sending their check to:

Presbyterian Church (USA), Individual Remittance Processing
P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700
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Presbytery Meeting _on October 3, 2009 0

Dennis A. Wicker Civic Center, Sanford, NC

At the 86th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Coastal Caro-
lina, we will:

f Celebrate John Calvindéds 500
1

Receive an important report from Outdoor Ministry Commit-
tee concerning future of Camp Kirkwood

Did you know that the PC(USA)

has a Web site designed specifi-

cally for young children? The min-
istry of Child Advocacy has launched a new design of Kids 4
Kids. This colorful, interactive and educational site is suit-
able for ages 8 to 12 and is designed to empower children
on behalf of other children. The site features stories, games
and a tool kit where children can learn about other ministries
of the PC(USA). www.presbykids4kids.org/

Council
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Presbyteryés Youth
in worship

Outstanding servants from congregations will be recog-
nized.

The informational packet will be posted online 2 weeks before
the meeting at www.presbycc.org/packets.htm .
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Presbyterydés Leadership

GROW CHRIST'S CHURCH

Covenant Forum 6 The Word and the World: Lectures and
Worship on Faith and the Environment  at St. Andrews-Covenant
Presbyterian Church, Wilmington, NC

Saturday, Nov. 7 and Sunday, Nov. 8.
Dr. William P. Brown, professor of Old Testament at Columbia
Theological Seminary - www.sacpc.org or 910-762-9693

Calvin Lectures at First Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville
October 10 and 11, 2009
Dr. Richard Osmer, the Thomas W. Synnott Professor of Christian
Education , Princeton Theological Seminary
www.firstprez.com or 910-483-0121
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SEPTEMBER 19, 2009
Robeson Community College, Lumberton, NC

Keynote Speaker 1 Philip Lotspeich PCUSAOS
nator of church growth & ministry support within
the Evangelism & Church Growth Ministry Area.
Workshops - 3 workshop opportunities i choose from 36
workshop offerings

PEACEMAKING COMMITTEE

SPONSORS INTERNATIONAL PEACE-
MAKER®& October 14 18, 2009

Presbyteryds Peacem
made it possible for your congregation to
meet a dynamic young Presbyterian min-
ister from Viet Nam. Rev. Mary Lien
Nguyen will be available to visit your
church for worship, an evening program,
or any other time when she can gather

and talk with your congregation. If you
host her for a day, your responsibility will be to feed and
lodge her. Contact Louie Andrews at Graves Memorial
Church, Clinton (910-592-2677) or louiean-
drews@embargmail.com.

Lien grew up Catholic in Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh City),
studying in a French girl sb
cern for womenédés issues. At
and began a new congregation which she and her husband
led. They were later trained and ordained by visiting Presby-
terians. She now pastors a local church and is a leader of
women in the small Presbyterian Church in Vietnam. She
helps to train women and youth throughout the nation.

Box Lunch
Day Camp for Kindergartners - 5" Grade - Cost - $10
Displays of Presbytery Committees and PC(USA)
organizations
d°r<e$t;wt@y‘s RSaurRe Gepter and Moptgeat Book-
store
COST - $25 per person through 9/14, then $30
Day Camp for Kind. - 5" grade - $10

Brochure/registration form are online at www.presbycc.org

SMALL CHURCH SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE!

Sct

C OOl

Celebrate Small Church Ministry &
July 19, 2009

You will be able to download the
worship resources for Small Church
w h ®lihigtry SuRday fréng theevebpdy€ d
avbwwv.pctidh Brg/dmelierargne @ Pr ot est an

school

Workshop models and other resources for small church
ministry are available and listed at this PCUSA website.
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http://www.uccmwil.org
http://www.presbycc.org/packets.htm
mailto:louieandrews@embarqmail.com
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http://www.pcusa.org/smallchurch
http://www.presbycc.org/
http://www.presbykids4kids.org

