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POINTS TO PONDER... 2010 One Great Hour of Sharing2010 One Great Hour of Sharing   
 
One of our strengths as Presbyterians lies 
in sharing what we have with others, a 
discipline that for more than six decades 
Presbyterians have exercised through 
One Great Hour of Sharing  
(OGHS).  This yearsô theme, drawn from 
Jesusô last encounter with his disciples, 
highlights the message he leaves themð

to focus not on oneôs own needs but on those of others.  ñDo 
you love me?ò he asks three times.  Three times he repeats a 
variation of the instruction, ñFeed my sheep.ò 
 
The gifts received from OGHS offerings are roughly divided 
between the Self Development of People Program, Presbyte-
rian Disaster Assistance, and the Presbyterian Hunger Pro-
gram.   To find more information, go to www.pcusa.org/oghs . 
Most congregations receive the offering on Palm Sunday, 
Easter Sunday or both Sundays. 

Ponderings from the General presbyter ï  
 
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINEé 
 

The religious tradition up from, and out of which I grew ï 
am growing ï did not do Lenté (or Advent). I guess these 
observances were not considered ñbiblicalò. Oddly, we did  
observe Motherôs Day and the Fourth of Julyé Neverthe-
less, Iôm not even sure that I had ever heard of Lent (or 
Advent) till I joined the Presbyterian Church, as an adult. 
And while I subsequently, and easily got into the spirit of 
Advent ï the whole count-down/anticipation thing  - Lent 
was not an observance that I could so readily find room 
for in my own religious agenda. 
 
Having grown up in (and out of) a revival tradition that 
placed such a strong emphasis on confession and contri-
tion, as a young man, a new Presbyterian, even a semi-
nary student,  I did not relish a Lenten observance con-
sisting of seven weeks of  shame and self-depreciation. 
And giving things up for lent seemed so contrived. So as a 
young pastor, I used Lent for a six-weeks Bible study, 
usually focused on the life and teachings of Jesus. 
 
And then somewhere along the line, perhaps more re-
cently than I like to admit, the whole idea of ñspiritual disci-
plinesò dawned on the horizon of my imagination. The re-
sult is that Lent became more meaningful for me and in 
my pastoral ministry, as a time to consider, discover, re-
claim, renew a commitment to a spiritually disciplined life. 
This is not to suggest that I am now advertising myself as 
spiritually disciplined. Not by a long shot. But Lent has 
often been a time for me to experiment with various disci-
plines, in hope of finding a practice that will be sustained 
all through the year: fasting, periods of silence, various 
forms of meditation, and of course, a disciplined reading 
of scripture. 
 
So let me share a particular practice that I have found to 
be particularly helpful during and hopefully beyond this 
season of Lent. I didnôt invent it. Itôs not something youôve 
never heard of before. Itôs not the greatest thing since 
sliced (communion) bread. Itôs just something that I am 
finding to be helpful. Itôs about memorizing and pondering 
(meditating on) the meaning of a Psalm (or perhaps an-
other piece of scripture that you may be led to consider). 
Find a Psalm, a short one or a few verses of a longer one 
(23 is not a bad place to begin), memorize it, recite it, stick 
with it for as long as in your pondering you are still able to 
find new meaning. Consider it word by word. Let it func-
tion as a kind of mantra over a period of days or weeks (or 
longer). Listen prayerfully for the richness of Godôs Word 
to you through that text. 
 
And if you find it helpful, commend it to another pilgrim 
along the way. 
 

 
               - David A WalkerðPresbytery Executive, Stated Clerk 

The Mozell Howie  
Peacemaking Scholarship  

For 

High School Seniors  
 

The Peacemaking Committee of Coastal Caro-
lina Presbytery once again will offer a $1,000 
scholarship to a High School Senior planning 
to enroll in college by the summer or fall of 
2010. 
 

Rules for the Scholarship are as follows:  
 

Student must be a senior in High School. 
Student must belong to a Presbyterian Church in Coastal Caro-

lina Presbytery. 
The student is asked to submit an essay on the topic, ñHow 

have you been a peacemaker during your High School 
years.ò 

Essay must be typed, properly foot noted and not exceed 1,000 
words. 

It is to be submitted by April 5th. 
Winner will be asked to read the essay at the June Meeting of 

Presbytery.  The award will be presented at this time.  
Essay is to be sent to:  

                                                      Louie V. Andrews 
                                                      201 Fayetteville St. 
                                                      Clinton, NC. 28328 
                                                                    Or 
                                                      louieandrews@embarqmail.com 
 
WINNER WILL BE SELECTED BY MAY 1.  ONLY THE WINNER 
WILL BE CONTACTED BY THE COMMITTEE. 
Please encourage your seniors to enter.  If there are questions, 
please call Louie Andrews at 910-592-2677. 

 

 
MISSION CROSSROADS, a new 
web-based community for Pres-
byterians who are passionate 
about world mission, was 
launched last fall at  

www.pcusa.org/missioncrossroads .  The website offers 
opportunities to share world mission stories, discuss best 
practices and discover ways for more faithful and effec-
tive mission involvement. 
 

Presbytery Responds to Haiti Disaster ð 

The Presbytery of Coastal Carolina is showing its 

heart for mission as it sends January Haiti response 

fundsé 

§ $27,400 for Haiti assistance to PDA 

§ $2,695 to Two Cents a Meal offering to St. Barnabas School 

§ $673.79 for Two Cents a Meal to Haiti Outreach Ministries.  

 

Hygiene & Baby Kits are Neededé 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has put out a call for these ñgifts 

of the heartò kits.  These kits are an excellent hands-on project for 

youth groups and others that want a tangible way to be involved.  

Find kit descriptions and detailed information at  

www.pcusa.org/pda/help/goh.htm . 

 

 

http://www.pcusa.org/oghs
http://www.pensions.org/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=314&mode=2
mailto:louieandrews@embarqmail.com
http://www.pcusa.org/missioncrossroads
http://www.pcusa.org/pda/help/goh.htm
http://eastcoastbelievers.org/files/Crossroads/crossroads.png


Sanford Area Hispanic Ministry CONNECTS ð 
 
We Presbyterians call ourselves a connectional church. Our 
Presbytery Newsletter is even called ñConnections.ò But do 
we always fully appreciate those connections? 
 
The Sanford-Area Presbyterian Hispanic Ministry started 
with Presbytery and local connections and grew from there. 
Connections deepened as congregations cooperated to pro-
vide Sunday School teachers, equipment, a place to meet, 
office staff, and financial support. Our wider connections 
brought us General Assembly ñrestricted fundsò for the pur-
chase of music equipment and a grant from the G. A. Small 
Church and Community Ministry Office to provide Spanish 
and Spanish/English Bibles. The Presbytery of Coastal 
Carolina strengthened our connections through a New 
Church Development pledge of financial support for 2010. 
 
When a new Sunday School class was begun at Centro Fa-
miliar Cristiano de Sanford in January, our Presbyterian 
connections provided sample bilingual Así Creemos/We 
Believe materials from Louisville. And when the Sunday 
School teacher, who does not speak Spanish, found that the 
teacherôs resources are entirely in Spanish, Presbyterian 
connections came to the rescue again ï Kaye Bledsoe at 
Presbyteryôs office found the corresponding English materi-
als in our Resource Center and sent them to Sanford! 

News From The Central Community  
The Bladen Parish will hold combined Lenten Bible Stud-
ies every Thursday at 7PM at the White Plains Church.  
Each session will be facilitated by a different clergy or lay 
person.  The Reverend John Goodman will provide ñOld 
Time Gospel Musicò each Thursday and refreshments will 
be served. On Thursday April 1

st
 the parish will have 

Maundy Thursday Service. 
 
College Heights Presbyterian Church during the season of 
Lent are holding services on Wednesday nites at 7PM. 
Womenôs Conference at College Heights Presbyterian 
Church on Saturday, March20th.  Women and girls from 
the ages of 11 and up come explore the theme: Women 
Keeping The Message Aliveò.  Helane Church will be con-
ference speaker for those 11 to 18 years of age and Hazel 
Wilson will be the conference speaker for those 19 and 
older.  Classes are: 

§  Life Lessons 

§  Encouragement 

§  Purposed Based Prayer 
Lunch will be served so RSVPôs would be appreciated. 
Please RSVP by March 10

th
 to (910)391-4939 or call the 

church office at (910)323-4828.  
 
The Lake Waccamaw Presbyterian church (Rev. Sommer 

Bower) , the Westminster Presbyterian church in White-

ville (Rev. Kerry Peeler), and First Presbyterian Church in 

Whiteville (Rev. Joshua Bower) will hold combined 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services.  Please call 

either of the church offices for details. 

For information on future happenings in the central third of the 
Presbytery, please contact Hazel Wilson at hazelwil-
son@presbycc.org or 910-876-2269.  This area includes the 
churches of Cumberland, Sampson, Bladen, Columbus and 
Robeson Counties. 

Shrove Tuesday benefits  
Samaritanôs Purseð 
On Tuesday evening, February 16, the Nurture Com-
mittee at Ebenezer Church, Benson coordinated a 
pancake supper to celebrate the start of the season of 

Lent.  The donations received were sent to Samaritanôs Purse.  
The monies will provide medical help, shelter, clean water, and 
hygiene supplies for those in Haiti.  
 

Trinity Presbyterian Church in Lau-

rinburg, North Carolina is home to 

Free WAY Contemporary Worship , 

a monthly evening celebration of wor-

ship. On Sunday, February 21, Trin-

ityôs Free WAY Worship was host to 

Scotland Christian Youth, a collabora-

tive effort of Scotland County 

Churchôs Youth Groups who have been meeting monthly for fun 

and fellowship over the past year. In addition to youth associated 

with SCY, youth groups from Faison, Calypso & McPherson Pres-

byterian Churches, and Union UMC in Weddington, NC, helped fill 

the sanctuary at Trinity. Emma Dendy, a member of the Presby-

teryôs Youth Council led energizers, Traffic Jam & Friends led the 

crowd in singing Godôs praise, Hank Bellomy, Youth Pastor from 

McPherson Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville, shared an inspir-

ing message on Facing Guilt and Embracing Our New Creation, 

Charles Wentz, Director of Scotland Family Counseling Center in 

Laurinburg, shared a word of greeting, and Elders from Trinity 

served Holy Communion. Following worship, everyone enjoyed 

pizza, smores and fellowship with each other on the church 

grounds. It was a great evening of wonderful worship and fellow-

ship at Free WAY. Dr. Tom Dendy, Trinityôs Pastor since in 1998, 

expressed a special word of thanks to everyone who has sup-

ported the ministry and outreach of Free WAY Worship at Trinity 

Presbyterian Church since its inception in the fall of 2008. Free 

WAY Worship is open to everyone and will meet again Sunday, 

March 28, 2010 at 6:00PM.  Please join us for Free WAY Worship 

at Trinity and bring your friends! 

Make Plans for the Make Plans for the   

                      Summer Camping ExperienceSummer Camping Experience   

 

Monroe Camp and Retreat Center is looking 

forward to your camper spending a week with us 

this summer.  Sessions start June 20 and run 

through July 25th. We are excited to have your 

child experience ñBe A Heroò theme this year. Our curriculum will 

include daily Bible study and Worship as well as time for swim-

ming, canoeing, arts and crafts, and many of their other favorite 

activities. Our hope and prayer is that your child will find our 

summer camps a place where they will grow closer to God, their 

fellow campers, counselors, and creation. We take the privilege 

of being entrusted with the spiritual, mental, and physical care of 

your child very seriously.  

 

Camp Monroe WISH LISTCamp Monroe WISH LIST ðð  

Program Supplies/Equipment:  yarn, badminton rackets, stand 

for projector screen, water coolers(5 gal.), life jackets, canoe 

paddles, lobster claws (ropes), ping pong table, DVD player w/

remote, DSLR Digital camera, golf cart 

Maintenance Supplies/Equipment: brooms, dust pans, plastic 

shower curtains (solid blue/white), chest freezer, heavy duty vac-

uum cleaner, gator, zero turn radius lawn mower 

 

You can find our 2010 Camp Brochure and Application at 

www.presbycc-camps.org Any questions you may contact Ann 

Locklear (910) 276-1654 or annlocklear@presbycc.org.   

 

We look forward to seeing you this summer! 

Outdoor Ministries Committee 

RESCHEDULED EVENT...RESCHEDULED EVENT...   

Presbytery of Coastal Carolinaôs Presbytery of Coastal Carolinaôs   

Equipping the SaintsEquipping the Saints   
Workshops with Special emphasis on Stewardship  

March 27, 2010  
Highland Presbyterian Church  

111 Highland Ave, Fayetteville, NC 28305 

Keynote Topic: ñStewardship is not a Season: Godôs Call &  
Christian Livingò presented by Rev. Tim Beach -Verhey,  
pastor at Faison Presbyterian Church 
Schedule:  
8:45ð9:15amðRegistration/Coffee/Resource Center/Displays 
9:15ð10:00 amðOpening & Keynote 
10:15ð11:30amðSession #1 Workshops 
11:45ð1:00pmðSession #2 Workshops 
Includes Introduction to 2010 Baobab Blast VBS and endowments 
and the church. 

Find workshop offerings and registration form online at 

www.presbycc.org  or call 1 -800-277-7479 
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mailto:annlocklear@presbycc.org
http://www.presbycc.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hospital Gowns for PROJECT CURE ð 
Mrs. Doris Aycock of Elizabethtown Presbyterian Church has 
been working steadily for a year on creating hospital gowns.  
Recently Doris and her son, Michael brought 100 gowns to the 
Presbytery office.  The gowns made from menôs shirts and 
fabric pieces she has been given, will go to Project Cure. 
 
PROJECT C.U.R.E. (Commission on Urgent Relief & Equip-
ment) was founded in 1987 to help meet the need for medical 
supplies, equipment and services around the world. PROJECT 
C.U.R.E. builds sustainable healthcare infrastructure by pro-
viding the medical supplies and equipment that medical per-
sonnel need to deliver healthcare to their communities. Since 
its inception, PROJECT C.U.R.E. has delivered medical relief 
to needy people in more that 120 countries. 
 
Jim Kirkland at First Presbyterian Church, Lumberton collects 
the gowns and other medical supplies and delivers them to 
Project CURE.  www.projectcure.org  

TWO SUMMER TRIPS...It is a Triennium year  and plans 
are well into motion for the trip to Purdue University. We were able to 
receive $2,000.00 in scholarship money from PCUSA which will help 
with the cost for the kids. We have 35 confirmed applications for this 
trip. We are hoping to fill a commercial bus up to 50 folks. In 2007 we 
took 26 to Purdue for this event. This trip is July 19 ð 25, 2010.  

 
June 12 ð 19, 2010 is our Montreat trip.  We have 15 reg-

istered at this point and are confident that we will have at least 2'0 
total participating in the week long youth conference in the moun-
tains. The summer will be filled with great experiences for our youth.  

  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!MARK YOUR CALENDARS!   

Upcoming  2010 Presbytery Youth Events  
- March 13 -14, 2010ðMiddle School Retreat ð 
Camp Kirkwood Cost:$40 
 Theme:  Jesus and the Chocolate Factory!!  Join us 
for some scrumptious fun! 
 Keynote Speaker:  Lyndsey McCall 
-June 12 -19, 2010 Montreat Youth Conference  
 Cost $400 per participant 
 Information and applications are available on line or 
contact Jennifer Maffia 
- July 20 -24ðPresbyterian Triennium Youth Conference
 Cost $600 per participant 
 Scholarships available!!  Contact Jennifer Maffia for 
Informationðjennifermaffia@presbycc.org  
 

 
Presbyteryôs Youth Council NEWSð 
It has been an exciting time for the Youth of our Presbytery. 

January 16 was our annual Youth Quake at First Presbyterian 
Church in Dunn. Our theme was I Scream, Youth Scream, God An-
swers. Even though participation numbers were down; the Youth 
Council did an amazing job of putting together a memorable event 
for those who were there. The folks at First Pres opened their doors 
to their beautiful facility for us and were great hosts with providing 
help with set up and even had members pitch in to feed the Youth 
Council. The message of the day given by Hank Bellamy was won-
derful as he talked about Prayer. The day ended with ice cream sun-
daes and great fellowship. 

 
Get on the List for your  

2010-2011 PCUSA PLANNING CALENDAR.  

Calendars will be available in June ñThis 19-month calendar 

runs from June 2010 until December 2011 and is a useful tool for  
pastors, church leaders, and others.  Find features such as lection-
ary, colors for liturgical seasons, monthly planning suggestions, staff 
directories and fold-out maps.  
 
To get the bulk order discount, get your order into the Presbytery 
office.  Distribution will be at the June Presbytery meeting or you can 
pick them up at the Presbytery office.  Any mailing will be extra. 

PCC Visits with Partners in El Presbiterio del Golfo 
de Mexicoð 
 
Eighteen members of our presbytery, representing eleven con-
gregations and the presbytery office, visited with our partners 
in El Presbiterio del Golfo de Mexico in Tabasco, Mexico dur-
ing the week of January 25-February 1.  Our full schedule in-
cluded three days of shared labor at the worksite of our part-
ner presbyteryôs health clinic in Comalcalco, regular worship in 
different churches, delicious meals in churches, homes, and 
restaurants, sightseeing, and much fellowship.  
 
Rev. David Walker preached on Sunday morning at the church 
where Pastor Santos, president of the Gulf Presbytery, is min-
ister.  During the worship service, we were presented with two 
beautiful banners representing our two presbyteries.  You can 
see them on display in the large conference room in the pres-
bytery office. 
 
A highlight of the trip was the time we spent in our hostsô 
homes.  Cultural and language barriers were easily overcome 
because of our shared faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.  One of 
the primary aims of both presbyteries is to develop deep and 
trusting relationships between our church members.  Our 
friends in Tabasco showed us ñdeepò Southern hospitality! 
 
Our group presented your generous offering of $7500 to the 
officers of the Jose Coffin Sanchez Foundation, the group re-
sponsible for the construction of the health clinic.   
 
Our partners hope to send a group of fifteen youth and four 
adults to visit us in August 2010.  If you are interested in learn-
ing more about this seven year-old partnership and how your 
congregation can be involved in future construction and/or 
congregation-to-congregation trips, please contact Rev. Philip 
Gladden at the Wallace Presbyterian Church (910-285-2808 or 
wallacepresbyterian@embarqmail.com).   

 
Presbyterian Women of the  
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina  
Mar. 1ðSend PW history to Shirlee Johnson, 241 
Dogwood Lane, Lillington, NC 27547-7467 
Mar. 10ðSend Quarterly payments to Joyce 
Winkler  

Apr. 10ðAnnual Spring Gathering at Graves Memorial PC, 
Clinton 
Find ñCelebrate the Gifts of Womenò worship resources in the 
Nov/Dec ó09 Horizons magazine. 
   Order PW and PC(USA) Leadership Resources ð   
By calling PDS at 800-524-2612 or visit www.pcusa.org/
marketplace 

¶ How to Write Church Historyð(PWR-02-105) 

¶ Together in Service Guideð(PWR-07-431) 
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