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Points to Ponder… 
Matthew records the time when Jesus was encountered by the man with a withered hand. 
Jesus said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And at that moment that man had to decide. 
 
So what were his options? He could have responded by saying: 
“What do you mean?! You know very well that I can’t do that. Is this a joke?! My hand is withered!” 
 
Or: “I appreciate your concern, Jesus, but if I try to do what you want me to do, it’s going  
to hurt,…a lot! So I think I’ll just leave well enough alone. After all, I still have one good hand.” 
 
Or: “I have become so used to this withered hand of mine, I don’t even think about it. I know  
you mean well, Jesus, but really, I’m ok.” 
 
Or: “I’m not sure how you’re going to make this happen, Jesus, or how this is going to feel,  
but I’ll take the chance, because when I think of what I would be able to do with two good hands…!!” 
 
Well, you know, the scripture tells us that the man did decide to stretch out his hand as Jesus has 
suggested. It was an act of faith, risking possible failure and embarrassment. It was an act of courage, 
The man was obviously reaching out to a very good thing. And the result was surely a change for the better. 
But it was change, nevertheless. His life would not be the same. New and better things would be  
asked of him. He would be expected to assume more responsibility. His life would be different, and even  
change for the better, can be discomforting. Therefore reaching out to change is nearly always an act of 
faith,… and hope. 
 
In the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina, things are changing. And while I’m not suggesting that the Presbytery 
is like the withered hand, I am suggesting that reaching out to new ways, some of which have already been 
set in motion by Presbytery action last December, and more of which are yet to come, is an act of faith,… 
and hope. 
 
Reaching out to the new regional configurations, to new ways of providing for a camping program, to newly 
established staff positions, and to the congregational visitation project that will soon be underway, is an 
affirmation of faith. It is saying “God is not through with us in this corner of the kingdom. God has things in mind  
for these Presbyterians that we haven’t even dreamed of yet!”  Indeed, do we not also affirm that God is good, 
and generous, and purposeful?! 
 
So what are we to do, right now? Our job is to reach out our hand, in anticipation of what God has in mind. 
 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
 
David Walker 
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Presbytery Installs New Moderator and Vice-Moderator –  
At the December Presbytery meeting, a new moderator and vice-moderator 
accepted the mantel and gavel. 
Rev. Chris Bobo, pastor at Culdee Church, is our new moderator. He shares the 
following information about himself and his hopes for 2008. 
    I have been serving Culdee Presbyterian Church for over 10 years, having served 
First Presbyterian Church in Donalsonville, Georgia before that. I came into ministry 
late after working for the Boeing Helicopter Company in Philadelphia for 20 years. 
There I worked as an aeronautical engineer, program manager, and in production 
engineering. My undergraduate degree was from RPI in Troy NY, with a Masters from 
Georgia Tech, and later an MBA from MIT as a Sloan Fellow. I graduated 
from Columbia Seminary in Decatur all the while raising five kids at home. I still enjoy 
aviation and have built four homebuilt airplanes, two of which are still in the manse 
basement. My wife, Lauren, is trained as a micro-biologist and worked here in First 
Health Hospital before health problem forced here to stop working. 
    I have been active in Presbytery, since I came here, serving on the Committee on Ministry, and on the examinations 
subcommittee for 6 years. I was Moderator of COM for one year, and currently serve on Presbytery Counsel. 
    As a Presbytery, we have a large number of challenges to deal with in the coming year, but from my experience 
working in this Presbytery, I know that we have incredibly talented people in the Presbytery who are willing to selflessly 
give of their time and energy to support the ministry of God's Church. As long as we remain dedicated to the fact that we 
are seeking God's will in our efforts, I am sure we will be able to meet the challenges and strengthen our ministry together. 
 
Elder Meredith Hudson, member at Laurinburg Church was installed as vice-moderator. Meredith shares about herself 
and her hopes for the Presbytery below:  
    I was born in Pennsylvania and graduated from the College of Wooster (O), a Presbyterian college. John and I were 
married between our junior and senior years and moved to his hometown, Toledo, Ohio after graduation. We have five 
married children, twelve grandchildren and now six great grandchildren. 
    I was ordained an elder in 1967 at the Maumee (0) Presbyterian Church and was active there before we moved to 

Laurinburg in 1972. Christian Education has always been an interest of mine and I served on that committee in the 

Fayetteville Presbytery before we moved back to Toledo in 1978. 

    During the years we were back there, I was a commissioner to the 1983 General Assembly, moderated the Maumee 

Valley Presbytery and chaired their General Council and the Committee on Ministry. Since returning to Laurinburg, in 

1991, I have been on the Session at Laurinburg Presbyterian Church, served on a number of committees there and taught 

a variety of classes. In the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina, I have taken the CLP training, served all four years of the 

Strategic Planning program, and served six years on the Committee on Ministry with three years on the Examination 

Committee and three as chair of the Committee on Supply and Moderators. I have been on Presbytery Council for two 

years serving as chair of their subcommittee on Nominations. 

   When not participating in church activities I volunteer at our local hospital and take cases with the Guardian ad Litem 

program. We spend part of each summer at Chautauqua NY which renews us for the coming year's activities. 

   It is a joy to serve the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina as Vice Moderator and be a part of this faithful body of Christians 

as they seek to further the Kingdom of God here on earth. 

                                                                                      
NEW IN MINISTRY— 

- Matthew Allen Trask, Sr. – ordained and installed as pastor at Antioch Church, Red Springs 
- Simon K. Scott – installed as pastor at Rockfish Church, Wallace 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Retired Ministers Recognized – Rev. Bill Clark presented Rev. Douglas Hix with the Certificate of Merit 
Award at the Advent Luncheon for retired ministers, spouses and survivors of Coastal Carolina Presbytery. 
The award is given by the Association of Retired Ministers, Spouses and Survivors of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA to that retiree whose service to the presbytery since retirement is deemed to have been the most 
outstanding.  Other honorees at the luncheon were the following ministers who retired in 2007: James 
Bumgardner, Laurinburg; John R. Goodman, Elizabethtown; J. Ben McCoy, Fayetteville; and Robert L. Yoder 
of Durham.  The event was hosted by Scotia Village Retirement Center located in Laurinburg, NC.   
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Discover what's happening in your world! Be part of what's happening every day!  - 
For over 115 years the Mission Yearbook has led the way, bringing the Presbyterian family together daily for prayer and 
study. Learn about and pray for those in situations of joy or need and those who minister in the name of Christ. 
To order your 2008 Mission Yearbook, contact the Presbytery office 1-800-277-7479 or call (800) 524-2612 or order 
online - Item# 1571530835; $8 each for 1--24 copies.   

 
At www.presbycc.org you can find many helpful things: 

• Churches listed by County and individual profile pages and photos ; Form for nominating folks to 
presbytery committees; Mission Information & Ideas (links); Listings of materials in the Resource Center; How to 
remitting funds to Presbytery; Read the Sexual Misconduct Policy of the Presbytery; See the Presbytery budget; 
learn about Per Capita; Pastoral Openings - (CIFs); Make lunch reservations for Presbytery meetings; Calendar of 
committee meetings and events, committee chairs 

From the Desk of Eduardo Moreno, Presbytery’s Evangelist for Hispanic Ministries – 

eduardomoreno@presbycc.org  
 
To Churches in the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina considering establishing a relationship with a congregation or making a 
mission work trip to El Presbiterio del Golfo de Mexico (The Presbytery of the Gulf of Mexico) in the state of Tabasco, 
Mexico: 
Greetings: 

The Partnership Committee (a sub-committee of the Presbytery’s Committee on Mission and Outreach) needs your 
help. In January 2004, a group from Coastal Carolina Presbytery traveled to Tabasco to greet our sisters and brothers in 
that part of Mexico to begin a partnership with El Presbiterio del Golfo de México. Since that time, a covenant agreement 
was signed to continue this relationship as a Presbytery-wide Mission. 
 
An opportunity to help… 
After four years, the work entrusted to the Partnership Committee calls for a greater representation from members of 
Presbytery. The 5 members of the committee, and 1 staff, are calling for those who, from personal interest or because of 
experience and knowledge, can help in this mission. Now is the time for sessions to encourage their church  
members to join the Partnership Committee. 

We need your help in maintaining a strong relationship between the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina and El Presbiterio del 
Golfo de México as we: 

1. Look for more effective ways to support the Siloam Medical Clinic (Hospital) and to broaden our contact with 
the Jose Coffin Foundation, which funds this project. 
 
2. Define and explain what a congregation-to-congregation relationship entails 
 
3. Co-ordinate an on-going disaster relief effort in response to the flooding in the state of Tabasco in November 
2007. 
 
4. Keep all churches in the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina informed and involved in the effort to strengthen our 
Partnership with the El Presbiterio del Golfo de México. 

 
We will appreciate new faces, new ideas, and new interest in connecting with our sisters and brothers in Christ of El 
Presbiterio del Golfo de Mexico within the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico.  
Come join us, in this wonderful work for the Kingdom of God. 

Rev. Eduardo A. Moreno M.  
and 

The Partnership Committee Chair 
Rev. Philip K. Gladden 

wallacepresbyterian@embarqmail.com 
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LOCAL CHURCH HAPPENINGS:  
Consecrating Our Spiritual Energy Together -  

Someone who had attended last year’s, 2007, Ash Wednesday gathering of area Presbyterian churches 
at Broadway Presbyterian Church said, “The service was the highlight of that year.” I anticipate that 
someone may say the same about the Ash Wednesday service on February 6, 2008, at Pocket 
Presbyterian Church.  
 
Members from the following churches united to form one congregation on that evening: Blandonia, 

Broadway, Buffalo, Edgewood, Euphronia, First Pres., Jonesboro, Morningside, Pocket, Salem, St. Andrews, Wayside 
and White Hill Presbyterian Churches were invited and nearly all were represented.   
 
The music, rendered by a combined choir of more than fifty members, was mindful of the season of Lent, yet uplifting in 
lyrics about God’s grace. Wilson Williams (Edgewood) directed “Lead Me to Calvary,” a hymn reminding us “lest [we] 
forget Gethsemane, Calvary, and God’s love for [us].”  Pam Beal (Jonesboro) directed two songs, “What Wondrous Love 
Is This?” and “O Mighty Cross,” both of which combine the solemnity of the season with joyful praise for our redemption 
through Jesus Christ.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
Rev. Mamie Wilson (Blandonia) led us to contemplate our humanity in our need for a “right spirit” just as David had called 
upon God to create in him a clean heart and a renewed spirit. During the imposition of ashes, we were reminded that “we 
are dust and to dust we shall return.”  
 
The worship service was one of connections, connections we share in our humanity and in our reconciling atonement by 
grace through faith. The forty-day period of Lent could not begin in a more fitting and reverent manner than that which we 
experienced at Pocket on February 6.                                                                                 - Submitted by Pam Beal       

 
Cape Fear Church Offers College Scholarship –  
Cape Fear Presbyterian Church has established the Gladys Gainey Scholarship. Gladys Gainey (1907-1969) was a 
long-time member of the Delgado Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, NC.  She was a woman of faith whose Christian 
love was exemplified by her love of children.  Her original vision for this scholarship was to un-selfishly provide financial 
assistance to deserving high school and college students wishing to further their education.  These funds are provided as 
part of the agreement with the Delgado Presbyterian Church upon their dissolution. The members of Cape Fear 
Presbyterian Church honor her memory through the administration of the Gladys Gainey Scholarship.       
 
The Gladys Gainey Scholarship is administered by the Scholarship Committee, which reviews all applications.  
Applications will be received beginning January 1

st
 and must be postmarked no later than May 1

st
. The committee shall 

award the scholarship no later than July 1 for the following school year.   
 
The scholarship amount of $500 will be awarded annually to the recipient and to the institution of enrollment, 
accompanied by an Award Form and a letter to the recipient notifying him/her of the scholarship award.    
 
The application form (available at www.presbycc.org/youthfiles/Gaineyscholarshippacket2008.doc ) must be properly 
completed, including all necessary attachments, and mailed to: 

Cape Fear Presbyterian Church 
Chairperson of the Strengthening of the Church Team 
2606 Newkirk Ave, Wilmington, NC  28412 - office@capefearpres.org 

 
It was a God-Sized Task! –  
  Grace Church, Beaufort making a difference… 
 Despite having an average weekly attendance of 38 and limited income, Grace 
Presbyterian Church, Beaufort, NC built a new building during the month of December.   
           The Wednesday night study during the majority of 2007 was Henry Blackaby’s 
Experiencing God.  This study reminds us that “God is always at work around us,” and 
that “God invites us to be become involved with Him and His work.”  God was clearly at 
work through the church.  On Monday and Tuesday nights, the church hosts Boy Scouts, 
Cub Scouts, and Girl Scouts—the only troops in Beaufort, reaching a total of 62 children 
and youth!  The main building was at maximum capacity for these meetings. 

Experiencing God also emphasizes that God calls us to God-sized tasks that “lead to a crises of belief that 
requires faith and action.”  The big question was how can we build a building when we can barely pay our pastor?  This 
was a God-sized task for sure, but something God also Placed on some specific hearts that yes, indeed, this is what God 
was calling us to do.  Using the existing pavilion, which had been built years ago as a Scout Eagle Project, some funds 
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reserved for future expansion, and through some large donations for the project, the building went from a paper dream to 
a reality in just 3 short weeks from the time construction actually started.  Although not completely finished, the building 
was ready for use in January.  It is being used on Tuesday nights for Boy Scout troop 572 and will be used to host the 
Cub Scout Pine Wood Derby on March 8.  Future plans for the building include Youth Group and Vacation Bible School as 
well as other ways to minister to children and youth.   

The church plans to have a naming and dedication ceremony for the new building.   
 

Looking Back at Christmas Past –  
Bethany Presbyterian Church, Lumberton, NC      
 
         A visit to Lumberton, N.C. traveling down Highway 41 and Elizabethtown Road 
will bring one to Bethany Presbyterian Church. With a castle-like entrance, the church 
is built of gray stone trimmed with red brick. Two large stained glass windows call 
one's attention to the giant pillars on either side of the entrance. There is also a 
cascading stairway to the front door. Inside the vestibule is found an electric lift that 
will take handicapped persons downstairs or up to the sanctuary. 

          November 2007, brought an invitation from Rev. Nash Odum, a member of the Robeson County History Museum 

Committee to decorate the church for the Christmas holidays and to place the church on the historic tour in Lumberton.            

          Bethany was begun in 1875 in Lumberton in the homes of former slaves. White ministers served them. In 1876 

Bethany Presbyterian Church was organized and members built a small white frame church. White ministers stilled served 

the small congregation. 

          In 1903 Dr. John H. Hayswood was called as pastor of Bethany Presbyterian Church. About one half block below 

the church a school was built called Bethany after the church. In those days Black Presbyterian Churches usually had a 

school connected with the church so that African-American children could receive an education. The school was later 

named Redstone Academy and was supported by the Board of National Missions and the ladies of Redstone Presbytery 

in Pennsylvania. 

The present gray stone church was begun in 1932 and completed in 1938. 

Bethany Presbyterian women accepted the invitation to decorate the church early for the Christmas tour. The 

date was December 8
th
. Mrs. Doris Faulk along with her husband Crawford and Reginald McFarland labored for several 

weeks decorating the church. They used greenery, wreaths, masses of poinsettias, lights and live green trees. The 

sanctuary, the classrooms, vestibule, offices and the dining room were all showing their Christmas best. 

The historic tour included eight homes and three churches.  All structures were built years ago and were beautiful in all 

their Christmas splendor. 

        As for Bethany Presbyterian Church many visitors came to see the castle-looking church on Elizabethtown Road. 

The interest was high and the committee was elated. Persons greeting visitors upstairs at the door were Doris Faulk, 

Linder Sammons, Helen George, Shirley Stockton, and Rev. Parker. Greeters downstairs were Willie Mac McNeill, Geno 

Brunson, Robert Gavin and Reginald McFarland. Guides explaining the history of Bethany Church were Cecelia Boykins 

and Linder Sammons who have been members of Bethany since they were infants. 

Members of the church family enjoyed the gaily decorated church. Christmas parties were enjoyed more than ever. The 

women stated that they would carry out some of the same activities next year for the congregation. 

 

                                                                                                                   Grace Kinsey President Women of the Church  

                                                                                                                    Elizabeth S. Kemp Church Historian 

REGIONAL NEWS— 
Region 4 Has Moved…Region 4 Has Moved…Region 4 Has Moved…Region 4 Has Moved…    
 Following the vote that approved the “Transition Team Report” at the December Presbytery meeting the regional 
groupings of our Presbytery changed effective Jan. 1, 2008.  The new map completely moves Region 4 to be Robeson, 
Bladen and Columbus Counties.     

Cumberland Co is partnered with Sampson forming Region 3 of the Central Community.  Whereas Hoke Co. is 
with Scotland and Moore to form Region 6 of the Western Community. 
 In light of these new boundaries, Regional Coordinator Laura Lupton will be shifting her focus to Region 6 of the 
Western Community (Hoke, Scotland, Moore) while she continues to serve the presbytery.    Other changes in programs 
and committees that target specific regions will gradually change over the course of 2008. (It is easiest to look at the new 
map on page 15 of the Dec. Presbytery Packet.) 
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Cumberland Co. Region Working on…. 
 The Regional Representatives in Cumberland County (with some help from Hoke County) have decided to focus 
on two projects for 2008.  At their meeting they learned more about the new regional groupings of the Presbytery and 
Laura Lupton’s shift to a new area. (see article Region 4 Has Moved)  In light of these changes the gathered 
representative formed two groups: One to develop a Church Revitalization event and the Second to develop a youth 
revival/rally day event.   
 These plans are in infancy.  If you want to help out contact Brett Johnson (910-488-7535) of Peace Presbyterian 
for the church revitalization event and contact Debbie Dawson (910-864-7280)  of Galatia Presbyterian.  These two 
groups will hold separate meeting soon and the full group will meet again on April 6.   
 

Southeast Region Calendar –  
March 7th – World Day of Prayer Celebration at Calabash Church – 11AM 
April 14th -  Visitation Team Training at St. Andrews-Covenant Church, Wilmington – 1PM 
April 22nd – Regional Council meeting at Topsail Church in Hampstead – 9:30AM with a presentation from 
Owen Carriker, Chairperson of Committee for Church Revitalization and Transformation 

 

Northeast Region Calendar -   
Vacation Bible School Preview  - dates to be announced 
May 3rd – Christian education workshops at First Church, Jacksonville 
 

 

 www.pcusa.org/sdop/  

Celebrating self-help - SDOP Sunday pays tribute to program that empowers the poor - by Evan Silverstein 
at Presbyterian News Service 

LOUISVILLE — For more than 35 years, Presbyterians have helped poor and oppressed people worldwide through the 
Self-Development of People (SDOP) program.  

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is celebrating SDOP’s ministry by encouraging congregations to proclaim Sunday, 
March 2, Self-Development of People Sunday. SDOP, funded primarily through the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 
offering, enables members and non-members of the PC(USA) to establish partnerships with oppressed and 
disadvantaged people, providing small grants for self-help projects aimed at helping recipients achieve self-sufficiency.  

“SDOP Sunday provides wonderful opportunities for Presbyterians in the pews to hear the theological reasons 

for SDOP and to celebrate the ministry,” said Cynthia E. White, SDOP’s director. “It is a great time for community groups 
that have received assistance from SDOP to worship with Presbyterians. A time to share how their lives have been 
impacted by the OGHS offering and a time to say, ‘Thank you.’” 

SDOP is providing a variety of resources and suggestions for the celebration:  

-  A list of ten ways to celebrate SDOP Sunday.  

- SDOP Wallet Card – The SDOP program is summarized in a small brochure folded to the size of a standard business 
card available free of charge through Marketplace or by calling the Presbyterian Distribution Service at (800) 524-
2612 and requesting PDS item number 25422-07-001.  

- SDOP hymn contest - SDOP is seeking a new hymn. Although SDOP will continue using its current hymn with text by 
Presbyterian hymn-writer Jane Parker Huber, “Justice Is A Journey Onward,” which was written in 1996, it also 
seeks another hymn with text relating to SDOP.  The winning hymn will be featured in next year’s SDOP Sunday 
resource flier for congregations across the country to sing on SDOP Sunday in 2009.  

-  Worship resources for SDOP Sunday – Includes a call to worship, invocation and SDOP’s hymn “Justice Is A Journey 
Onward.”  Print resources – In addition to bulletin inserts and community booklets containing basic information 
and frequently asked questions about SDOP, resources include a thematic collection of sermons and liturgical 
materials celebrating the ministry of SDOP. It is intended to provide pastors with materials to assist in their 
preparation for worship services emphasizing SDOP, especially on SDOP Sunday. For a free copy, call the 
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Presbyterian Distribution Service at (800) 524-2612 and request PDS item number 74350-06-010. Also featured 
is a 3-1/2-minute presentation, 

-  Sharing Our Blessings, available free of charge on DVD, videotape or compact disc. It highlights SDOP’s ministry and 
the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. For a free copy, ask for PDS item number 74350-02-010 (video), 74350-
02-011 (CD) or 74350-03-008(DVD). www.pcusa.org/sdop/ 

To become involved in Presbytery’s SDOP committee, please contact Matrice Morrison at 910-784-9592. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                              

  Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina 
Michele Simmons, Communicating Secretary 

     
 The Lenten season is upon us and we are all preparing our hearts for the joyous celebration of 
Easter while never forgetting all Christ suffered for us—sinners.  In the midst of this Lenten 
season, many PW around the presbytery are taking the time to celebrate the gifts of women in 
local congregations with “Celebrate the Gifts of Women” Sunday on March 9.  This year the 
focus is on the young women in all of us.  For help in the worship service for this celebration, 
refer to the November/December 2007 issue of Horizons.  This would be a wonderful time to 

honor the deserving women in your congregation with the Honorary Life Membership.  Please note that as of 
January 2008 a gold Honorary Life Membership pin will be available for $250, as well as the silver pin for $95 
(a price increase from the past and the first increase since 1988).  Just remember that you need to allow six 
weeks after submitting the appropriate paperwork to receive the pin and certificate.  Speaking of celebration, 
did you realize that PW is celebrating their 20th anniversary this year?  Refer to Horizons for ways to celebrate 
this anniversary in your local congregations.   
 
Coastal Carolina’s PW Spring Gathering -  

Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 5 when the Spring Gathering will be held at Union 
Presbyterian Church in Carthage.  This will be an important gathering as we will be voting on approving the 
revised constitution and by-laws for PW.  Each church has received a copy of the revised constitution and by-
laws for PW; therefore, please make sure to review the new constitution and by-laws to make an informed vote 
in April.  This is a time of change in PW and we are working to implement necessary changes to help better our 
organization for the future.  We will also present our new officers at this meeting—those who will work to 
implement the changes to better PW for the future.  
  
Have you visited the new PW website yet?  If not, just go to www.presbycc.org/pw.  This website has much 
of the information you need to know about PW right at your fingertips (including a copy of the revised 
constitution and by-laws for PW). 
 
Reminders:   
- All histories should have been sent to historian, Shirlee Johnson, by the end of February.   
- In addition, please collect and dedicate your Birthday Offerings and send them by May 17 to our treasurer, 
Joyce Winkler, PO Box 97, Linden, NC  28356.  Furthermore, quarterly pledges are due to Joyce by March 10. 
- Note that the next PWCT meeting will be held May 17 in Elizabethtown.  

    
Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday ---- March 9, 2008  March 9, 2008  March 9, 2008  March 9, 2008 ----    This Sunday is set 

aside to honor women who contribute their gifts and talents to the church and 
community.  In 2008, we continue the celebration of young women within our church, 
as well as honoring the "inner young woman" dwelling inside gracefully aging women, 
who have within them the divine spark of vitality. Worship resources can be found in 

the Nov/Dec issue of Horizons magazine. 

 
 
 
 



 8 

Celebration of Believers –  
Celebration of Believers allows Presbyterian Women groups to recognize and celebrate 
persons for their service to the church. The monies received build strong national programs for 
and with all women in the Presbyterian Church, USA creating a solid foundation for the future of 
women and their life in the church. 

An Honorary Life Membership is conferred upon an individual in recognition of faithful service in some area 
of church work. Moderators, leaders, teachers, officers, pastors, and missionaries have been among the 
recipients of this honor.  
 
To celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Presbyterian Women in 2008, the Churchwide Coordinating Team has 
approved a new 10K Gold Honorary Life Membership pin ($250.00). The popular silver pin will remain 
available for $95.00. 
 
The church group conferring this honor should send the Honorary Life Membership form with a check (payable 
to Treasurer of Presbyterian Women) to the treasurer of Presbyterian Women in their presbytery.  Our PW 
Presbytery treasurer is Joyce Winkler.  Find her address in the “Reminders” above. 

Honorary Life Memberships     Recognition and Memorial Gifts 

_______________________________________ 
In closing, this is a busy time in the life of the church as we have begun to celebrate Advent and look forward 
to Epiphany and Lent.  May we never lose focus of the center of all the celebrations—Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Savior! 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.”—Matthew 28:19-20 Let us always remember from the PW purpose that 
we:  “commit ourselves to support the mission of the church worldwide.”  
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness”—2 Timothy 3:16  Let us 
always remember from the PW purpose that we:  “commit ourselves to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study.”  
 

Christian Education Corner - 

Mark your calendars… September 20, 2008 

PPPPPPPPrrrrrrrreeeeeeeessssssssbbbbbbbbyyyyyyyytttttttteeeeeeeerrrrrrrryyyyyyyy’’’’’’’’ssssssss        LLLLLLLLeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrnnnnnnnniiiiiiiinnnnnnnngggggggg        FFFFFFFFaaaaaaaaiiiiiiiirrrrrrrr////////LLLLLLLLeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaddddddddeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrsssssssshhhhhhhhiiiiiiiipppppppp        SSSSSSSScccccccchhhhhhhhoooooooooooooooollllllll        
Cultivating GenerosityCultivating GenerosityCultivating GenerosityCultivating Generosity    

Keynote speaker – Michael Durall is the principal of Commonsense Writing. He is an author, editor, and 
lecturer. He holds a Master’s Degree from Harvard University and has written four books.  3 of the 4 are: 
Creating Generous People, Beyond the Collection Plate, and The Almost Church  
Gather at Robeson Community College, Lumberton for keynote, a variety of workshops, displays, and 
bookstore.  

 

Swing right in to Rainforest Adventure for a Tree Top VBS Bible Blast  

In 2008 Vacation Bible School, kids experience Bible stories through an interactive combination of music, art, 
science, games, worship and drama in an imaginary Rainforest Canopy. An exciting 

addition to Rainforest Adventure is the 2008 Vacation Bible School Mission Project – Living 

Waters for the World. VBS participants have an opportunity to support this mission of the 

Synod of Living Waters and the PC(USA). Visit the Living Waters for the World Web site 

to learn about this volunteer project that provides clean water systems for children all 

over the world.   

To order your starter kit, go to www.pcusa.org/vbs/ordernow.htm#kit . 
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A New On-line Teacher Training for Reformed Educational Ministry is NOW AVAILABLE! 
Opening Doors to Discipleship: Teacher Training On-line. The web address is www.openingdoorstodiscipleship.com.  The site was launched 

in September 2007. There will be links from www.pcusa.org/point/academy .  Opening Doors to Discipleship, sponsored by five denominations in 
North America, will be provided at no cost to partner members or congregations. The project sponsors are: The Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
The Moravian Church in America, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), The Presbyterian Church in Canada, and The Reformed Church in America. Other 
denominations may take advantage of the site by contacting the online course administrator to make arrangements. The goal of this project is to 
equip leaders who walk beside others on the journey of discipleship.  

______________________________________________ 

 
Outstanding Older Adult Nominations Sought – A Celebration of Life Well-Lived 
Presbytery’s Older Adult Subcommittee of the Christian Education and Stewardship Development Committee 
is planning a celebration of life well-lived.  Church sessions are asked to nominate a deserving member, 60 
years of age or older. Using the nomination form provided on Presbytery’s web site, we ask that you share how 
your nominee exemplifies positive images of aging personally, at every level of the church and/or community. 
Deadline for nominations is Mar. 24, 2008. Find nomination form at www.presbycc.org or contact 
kayebledsoe@presbycc.org.  
 
All nominees will be honored at the May 17, 2008 Senior Adult Picnic to be held at the Elizabethtown Church. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

HEALTHY AGING Web Site goes online – A new Internet Web site aimed at getting Presbyterians 50 and over on 
the road to healthy aging has been launched by the National Health Ministries (NHM) office of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.).   

Living Longer, Feeling Better features health and wellness resources to assist older adults in achieving and maintaining 
good health. It also examines vital roles congregations can play in helping aging members stay fit by keeping them 
involved in the church and its activities. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PRESBYTERIAN HANDBOOK FOR PASTOR 
Now comes The Presbyterian Handbook for Pastors, which captures all of the essential 
information any pastor needs to serve and lead in any situation in one volume. Complete with 
illustrations and bits of humor, this handy resource is ideal for Presbyterian pastors, lay 
pastors, seminary students, candidates for ministry, and all those seeking the perfect gift for 
their pastors.  
 
With information covering everything from call, to administrative matters, to pastoral care and 

worship, the compact handbook acts as a ready reference for ministry leadership. 
 
For ordering information, call 800-672-1789 or go to www.cokesbury.com.  
 
 

 
 

                                                Coastal CarolinaCoastal CarolinaCoastal CarolinaCoastal Carolina        
                                                            YOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRY    

From the desk of  Jennifer Maffia,From the desk of  Jennifer Maffia,From the desk of  Jennifer Maffia,From the desk of  Jennifer Maffia, Interim A Interim A Interim A Interim Associate for Youth Ministryssociate for Youth Ministryssociate for Youth Ministryssociate for Youth Ministry    
MARK YOUR CALENDARS… 
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina's Youth Council 2007-'08 Events Dates: 

Mar. 8 & 9, 2008 - Middle School Retreat at Camp Kirkwood 
May 16-17, 2008 – Youth Council Planning Retreat 
July 20-26, 2008 - Montreat Youth Conference 
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Youth Quake Report -  
The 2008 Senior High Youth Quake was held on January 12 at Little Chapel on The Boardwalk in Wrightsville 
Beach.  It was a great day of fun and fellowship as we shared the joy of our talented youth in the Presbytery.  
We had a talent show with acts that ranged from skits, a rock band, soloists and even clogging.  The youth 
council did a great job of entertaining us with jokes and infomercials of upcoming events.  We even had a 
chance to explore God’s wonderful world on the beach.  It was a wonderful day for everyone who participated. 
 

  
February 3 was Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday.  This is a time when many church groups 
raise money to help stop hunger in our communities and around the world.  After the groups 
raise money they report their totals to a national web site and all totals are figured together 

for a national total.  This year, we had a Presbytery total as well.  A request was sent out for all participating 
churches to send their totals in to Presbytery.  With 15 churches reporting, the Presbytery total raised was 
$5,575.04.  These funds will be used in our local communities to benefit organizations that help the poor and 
hungry.  Great Job!!  Way to Go!! 
 

Middle School Retreat 
 
The 2008 Middle School Retreat is just around the corner.  We will gather at Camp Kirkwood 

on March 8-9 for a weekend filled with fun, fellowship and exploration of God’s Word.  The theme 
for the weekend is “Throw Me a Lifesaver,” and our keynote team comes to us from Celtic Cross 

out of Presbyterian College in South Carolina.  They are as excited as we are to experience God with our 
Middle School Groups in fun and exciting ways.  Find the registration form online at www.presbycc.org . 
 

Montreat Youth Conference 
 
Registration is currently closed for our Montreat Trip.  At this time, we have 35 
participants signed up from churches all over the Presbytery.  Please keep our group 
in your prayers as they get ready for the July 20 – 26, 2008 trip.  We will be staying 
in 3 houses to accommodate the great numbers.  This will be a week of mountaintop 
experiences for all of us on this trip. 

 
Please feel free to go to the Presbytery WEB site at any time and click the Youth Ministry link under Programs 
to check out cool pictures from our events and stay connected with dates and registration forms for all youth 
events.  
 
The PC(USA) Ministries with Youth partners with www.d365.org   
Daily devotions with depth for young people! d365.org is an online devotion site designed for youth and youth 

leaders. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) "Ministries with Youth" team is pleased to announcce that we are now 

official partners in this ministry! Add this site to your "favorites" Make it a part of your daily routine. Share this with 

your friends, youth leaders, youth and parents of teens. Now you can ACTIVELY seek God's wisdom, word and deep 
peace each day — wherever you are!  

Web-based video project seeks youths’ interpretation of Micah 6:8 
YMI Live (Youth Mission Initiative LIVE) is a web-based project launched by the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) Foundation in November to create an Internet community of Presbyterian youth and adults 
joined to engage around the  mission and goals of the denomination. 
 
On Feb. 1, the site began promoting its effort to get PC(USA) youth groups to create and submit a 
video that articulates Micah 6:8.  They are looking for 2-to-4 minutes interpretations of the scripture.  On 
March 1, youth groups can officially begin posting their videos, which will be voted on by registered 
visitors to the site. 
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The youth groups producing the three winning videos, which will be shown on the General Assembly 
floor this Summer, will be awarded a $25,000 permanent endowment fund to benefit their youth 
ministries or projects of their churches or organizations. http://www.ymilive.org/  

 

 
Father & Son MISSION WEEKS IN THE GULF –  
June 8-14, 2008 / June 15-21, 2008 – Make this Father’s Day Special… 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has a goal to fill the gulf with fathers and sons (minimum 14 years old) in 
mission together and out of that experience to create a new energy for men’s ministry within the Presbyterian 
Church, USA.  REGISTER NOW – 866-732-6121.  

Sermons and reflections on evangelism 
The Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Cannon 
The Rev. Dr. Jerry Lytle Cannon is the senior pastor of the C.N. Jenkins Memorial Presbyterian Church in 
Charlotte, N.C.  

Listen to the Rev. Cannon's sermon  

See the Rev. Cannon's answer to the question: "What would it take for Presbyterians to do evangelism better?"  

. Also, some of their current studies will be adapted for teenagers. They are still creating the list of studies for 
this part of the program, so feel free to make suggestions at feedback@thethoughtfulchristian.com. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Presbytery of Coastal Carolina and its churches have collected and sent $15,314 to Tabasco, 
Mexico for assistance to flood victims. 

 

New Opportunities at Camp Kirkwood - We are pleased to note the increased 
possibilities in day camping at Kirkwood this summer. Through our partnership with 
the Wilmington YMCA. We are not leasing the camp, but we are opening our 
Presbytery to YMCA expertise in this area. 

 

2008 Summer Camp Program Directors - Three Program Directors have 
been hired to provide leadership at Camp Monroe this year. All worked at the 
Camp last year and are committed to providing our youth with the very best 
experience possible this summer. Lyndsey McCall, a first year student at Union 
Seminary in Richmond, served as a Camp Program Director in 2007. Joining her 
are Kate McFadyen, a senior at UNC Chapel Hill and Michael Wheeler, a 

sophomore at Mt Olive College. Both of these individuals served as Counselors last year and are excited about 
taking on the challenges that leadership brings. These individuals along with other members of the Summer 
Program Team will be meeting during the coming weeks to thoroughly plan every facet of this year’s program. 
We ask for your prayers during this time of preparation.  Learn more at www.presbycc-camps.org  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Looking for help with planning your programs?    ----        
Your Presbytery Resource Center has samples of many resources and a director to help you 
connect with what you need.  Access the database online by going to www.presbycc.org/resources  or contact 
Kaye (kayebledsoe@presbycc.org) for a consultation.  
 
What’s NEW in the Resource Center? 
- The Apostles’ Creed: A look at its origin and its relevance to our lives today. The 2-hour DVD features an 

international and interdenominational cast of notable theologians.  
- Countering Pharoah’s Production-Consumption Society Today – Living the Questions 5-session DVD featuring 

Walter Brueggemann.  
- Parenting: The Early Years by Les & Leslie Parrott – A 6-session DVD-based program that shares 10 biblical traits that 

will make you a better person and a better parent and ways to pass on key traits to your kids. 
- Worship Feast: 50 Complete Multi-sensory Services for Youth  
- Growing the African American Church edited by Stewart Carlyle Fielding III 
- Walk As Jesus Walked - This is a 5-part DVD study in the Faith Lessons series that takes you into Asia Minor (present 

day Turkey), where disciples like Paul and Timothy traveled spreading news of Jesus and bringing new disciples 
to follow Jesus. Leader's guide is included. 

 

Are you receiving the FREE WEEKLY Email UPDATE from the Presbytery office? 
Presbytery's email news service allows folks to subscribe and unsubscribe as they wish.   
To subscribe, go to www.presbycc.org and click where it says "Sign up for weekly news". Fill out the form 
which appears and click "add" at the bottom.  If your email address changes or you wish to unsubscribe, you 
go to the very bottom of a WEEKLY Email UPDATE and click where it says, "To update your email address 
(subscribe or unsubscribe) please click here". 

 
PRESBYTERY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2008 

March 
1 – Presbytery meeting at St. Andrews Presbyterian College, Laurinburg, NC 
3 – 9:30am – Strategic Planning & Organizational Review Committee 
4 – 10am – Hispanic Ministries 
6 – Com. on Ministry – 1pm 
6 -  Com. on Communications – 3-5pm 
8 & 9 – Presbytery Middle School Retreat 
11

th
 – Leadership School Planning Team – 1pm 

11
th
 – PANDA – 2pm 

13
th
 – Tabasco Partnership – 10am 

17
th
 – Fayetteville Hispanic Ministries – 11am 

 

Check www.presbycc.org for a current Presbytery calendar. 

 
 

Find the Presbytery Packet/Digest information online at  www.presbycc.org/packets.htm . 
 

 
HAPPY EASTER! 
Let us break forth in shouts of praise and songs of joy! 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESBYTERY OF COASTAL CAROLINA 

807 W. KING STREET 
ELIZABETHTOWN, NC 28337 


