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Presbytery of Coastal Carolinaôs  

LEADERSHIP SCHOOL &  

LEARNING FAIR  

Living the Story  

       Saturday, September 18, 2010  

Robeson Community College, Lumberton, NC  - Hwy I -95, Exit 22  

 
KEYNOTER: Rev. Dr. Margaret Aymer 
Ogetðassistant professor of New Testa-
ment, Interdenominational Theological 
Center, Atlanta, Georgia.   
 
 COSTð$25 for early registrations; Sept. 2 -
18 cost is $30  

 

Join us for Workshops, Displays, Bookstore,  

Day Camp for K -5th graders (Cost $10)  

Find the brochure/registration form online at 
www.presbycc.org.  

GP Musings ï 
 
* Just Do It : 
 I think it is important that we keep in mind the need for 
our church sessions as well as the various committees 
and the Council of Presbytery, to be partners in mission , 
and not boards of directors. When we are called to the 
work of the church, it is a call to do it , not just talk about it, 
plan it, arrange for it, evaluate it after the factéfrom a dis-
tance, but to roll up our sleeves and do it. 
 
* Take Off Your Sandals :  
 Leading the people in worship is an incredible privilege, 
an awesome responsibility, a sacred obligation. As pas-
tors and worship leaders what we do is not sacred be-
cause of what we do, or what we bring to the task. That 
task, the very space we occupy while weôre engaged in 
that task is sacred before we get there, before we actually 
begin to do what we do there. Our responsibility therefore, 
is to move into that sacred space respectfully, intentionally 
(not casually), open to the Holy Spiritôs readiness to trans-
form what weôre doing into more than we had expected. 
 
* Itôs About Relationships: 
  During the last couple years, weôve been talking a lot 
about relationships, and trust. But Iôm wondering if it 
sounds like weôve just recently discovered relationships. 
Hasnôt it always been about relationships?! Hasnôt it al-
ways been about trust?! And hasnôt it always been true 
that a real relationship is not possible until there is trust? 
As we progress with an ever growing and an ever more 
mature understanding of what God has in mind for this 
particular branch of the Kingdom, it is never not about re-
lationships. And as long as we read the creation story of 
Genesis, and consider the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus in that light, weôll likely be on a pretty safe footing, 
no matter how or where we connect with the Kingdom. 
 
* What On Earth Is The Church For?!  
  I was talking with a pastor recently who was explaining 
some background for a Sunday sermon titled ñWhat on 
Earth is the Church For?!ò The point that Iôve been ponder 
since then is this: Given that the church is always being 
called to move out into the world to feed, to hydrate, to 
consol, to visit, to befriend ï to present the saving good 
News of Jesus Christ. And given that the ñworldò closest to 
ñmy churchò is the surrounding community in which the 
congregation is situatedé, what would be the impact on 
that community ï your community ï if your church sud-
denly disappeared? How would the surrounding commu-
nity be feeling the loss, how would the church be 
missed?  Not theoretically, or in principle, but in that par-
ticular corner of the real world. Itôs something to think 
about, and pray over. 
 
* A National Day of Un -prayer ?  
  I heard a recent report about a woman, not religiously 
inclined, who has brought suit against the 1950s federal 
law which established the National Day of  Prayer. In 
a  personal interview, she indicated that a day for prayer, 
federally sponsored, disenfranchised people who do not 
believe in God. For the life of me, I cannot imagine how a 
day set aside for prayer on the federal calendar could rep-
resent in any way a loss for un-believers. But maybe we 
just need to add a National Day of Un-Prayer to balance 
things outé 
 

Now we are the people of God,..and it does not yet ap-
pear what we shall be . (IJohn3.2) 

 
-David A. Walker, General Presbyter/Stated Clerk 

Presbyteryôs Bladen Parish Flourishesð 
Sunday, April 25th brought 140 good folks tighter when BETH CAR 
CHURCH in Tar Heel hosted the 6 churches in presbyteryôs Bladen 
Parish for worship and lunch.  Those participating in worship were 
CLP Jim Bartlett (Mt. Horeb & White Plains Churches), Elder Trey 
Duncan (Elizabethtown Church), Dr. John Goodman (HR), Rev. 
Arnold Walker (Central & Second Churches in Elizabethtown), and 
host church pastor, CLP May Craven, who delivered the sermon, 
ñCovenants & Commandments.ò   
 
With flowers on each table as well as pink azaleas in the sanctuary 
provided by Julia Cox, the church and adjacent fellowship hall were 
both resplendent with Godôs handiwork.  A delicious lunch with a 
variety of dishes and plenty of food to spare was enjoyed by all. 
 
Beth Car Church has welcomed 5 new members into fellowship 
during the past 6 months.  A childrenôs Sunday school at 10 oôclock 
on Sunday 
mornings 
has been 
estab-
lished.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recognize and honor your educator.  Submit letter(s) sharing 
contributions to Christian education  & significant leadership at 
the local church level, presbytery, or national level of the de-
nomination to kayebledsoe@presbycc.org  . 
Find the nomination criteria at www.presbycc.org/committees/
ce/default.htm.  DEADLINE for submissions is July 31. 

Nominations Needed for  

Robert D. Miller Award for  
OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR 

http://www.pensions.org/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=314&mode=2
mailto:kayebledsoe@presbycc.org


Ginny Ward Holderness Receives  
APCEôs  

2011 Educator of the Year Award  
Ginny was named the Association of Presbyterian 
Church Educatorsô 2011 Educator of the Year at 
their January conference.   

 
Ginny is a certified Christian educator in the Pres-

byterian Church (U.S.A.).  A graduate of Westminster College and 
the Presbyterian School of Christian Education (now Union Presby-
terian Seminary), Ginny is best known for her work in youth minis-
try, having written seven books, including The Exuberant Years; 
Youth Ministry: The New Team Approach; Teaming Up: Shared 
Leadership in Youth Ministry (co-author, Robert S. Hay); and Ca-
reer and Calling (co-author, Forrest C. Palmer Jr.), and many 
pieces of curricula.  She has taught continuing education courses 
and been a visiting faculty member for the Extended Campus Pro-
gram at Union Presbyterian Seminary. 
 
Ginnyôs focus recently has shifted to adult education, particularly 
young adults and parents.  In her current role as a consultant in 
Christian education at First Presbyterian Church, Wilmington, 
North Carolina, she particularly enjoys leading the Young Moms 
Bible Study.   Ginny has served churches in Little Rock, AR, 
Shelby, Concord, Greenville, and Sanford, NC, and Dalton, GA.  
Ginny is married to Jim Holderness, a Presbyterian pastor.   

 

NEWS FROM PRESBYTERYôS  HISPANIC MINISTRYHISPANIC MINISTRYð 
Better leaders for God ð 
 
After six years of looking for a way to start a CLP, LP or LL pro-
gram among the members of the Hispanic/Latino Congregations 
and Churches, the Hispanic/Latino Caucus of the Synod Mid-
Atlantic initiated a new program in January 2010.  The new Lay 
Leader Training programôs goal is to provide an opportunity for 
leaders, pastors, teachers and members interested in serving the 
Lord Jesus Christ to receive leadership training. The focus will 
be on the Book of Order with special emphasis on developing a 
better way of worshiping, preaching and teaching the Bible, 
knowing church history and understanding the Polity of the Pres-
byterian Church. 
 
We expected among the five Presbyteries that are actively work-
ing in the Hispanic/Latino Caucus to have three to five from each 
Presbytery, but the Lord had other plans.  Within the Synod of 
the Mid-Atlantic, we currently have 40 (forty) students (mainly 
from all the Presbyteries in North Carolina) who are enrolled and 
studying during the 2010 year. Our hope is for the students to 
continue to participate in the training in 2011 and 2012. The 
training program will include sixteen subjects to study from our 
own ñInstitute for Leaders of the Church,ò a recognition paper 
signed by the ñTheological Studyôs Committeeò and the pride for 
them to be the very first Hispanic/Latino Leaders trained by their 
own church and pastors. 
 
We expect that during these trainings many of them could re-
ceive the benefit of an immigrant reform that we are expecting 
from our national government which would solve their status in 
this country. In that case, they would be working for their Presby-
teries. Please pray for the Reform to happen in our Country to 
help our Hispanic/Latino leaders to be part of our national church 
developing a better church for the Lord.  
ñGo and tell my brotherséò Matt. 28: 10 
 
Rev. Eduardo A. Moreno-Mercado 
Evangelist and Coordinator / Hispanic Ministries 
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina 
eduardomoreno@presbycc.org 

Session Records Review ð Clerks of Session who are 

unable to have their Session Records reviewed during a Presby-
tery meeting can contact a member of the Committee on Sessional 
Records/Overtures/Governing Body Directives and arrange to have 
them reviewed.  Contact the Presbytery office (910-862-8300) for 
committee members contact information. 

  

Visit & Make Plans & for the Visit & Make Plans & for the   

                                          Summer Camping ExperienceSummer Camping Experience   

OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSEðððSunday, June 6, 2010Sunday, June 6, 2010Sunday, June 6, 2010 ððð222---5pm5pm5pm   

Visit our Monroe Camp & Retreat Center; 

tour the facilities and enjoy a fun day learn-

ing about this important ministry.  

Monroe Camp is looking forward to your camper 

spending a week with us this summer.  Sessions 

start June 20 and run through July 25th. We are 

excited to have your child experience ñBe A 

Heroò theme this year. Our curriculum will in-

clude daily Bible study and Worship as well as 

time for swimming, canoeing, arts and crafts, and many of their 

other favorite activities. Our hope and prayer is that your child 

will find our summer camps a place where they will grow closer 

to God, their fellow campers, counselors, and creation. We take 

the privilege of being entrusted with the spiritual, mental, and 

physical care of your child very seriously.  

 

Camp Monroe WISH LISTCamp Monroe WISH LIST ðð  

Program Supplies/Equipment:  yarn, badminton rackets, stand 

for projector screen, water coolers(5 gal.), life jackets, canoe 

paddles, lobster claws (ropes), ping pong table, DVD player w/

remote, DSLR Digital camera, golf cart 

Maintenance Supplies/Equipment: brooms, dust pans, plastic 

shower curtains (solid blue/white), chest freezer, heavy duty vac-

uum cleaner, gator, zero turn radius lawn mower 

 

You can find our 2010 Camp Brochure and Application at 

www.presbycc-camps.org Any questions you may contact Ann 

Locklear (910) 276-1654 or annlocklear@presbycc.org.   

 

We look forward to seeing you this summer! 

Outdoor Ministries Committee 

Preview of the 219th General Assembly ð 
 

 
The 219th meeting of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) will be called to 
order by Moderator Bruce Reyes-
Chow at 1:30 p.m. on July 3rd. The 
meeting will be held at the Minnea-
polis Convention Center, Minnea-
polis, Minnesota. The meeting will 
be hosted by the Presbytery of the 
Twin Cities Area with Support of 
the Presbytery of Minnesota Val-

leys and the Presbytery of Northern Waters. The meeting ends on 
July 10th. 
 
ñRivers of Living Waterò based on John 7:38 is the theme for the 
meeting. 
 
Commissioners being sent by Coastal Carolina are Ministers:  Neal 
Carter of Laurinburg Presbyterian Church; Rick Martindale of First 
Presbyterian, Carthage; Brown Patton of White Hill Presbyterian, 
Sanford; and Garfield Warren of College Heights, Fayetteville. 
Elder Commissioners are: D. Askins of Topsail Presbyterian; Bon-
nie Barr of Graves Memorial, Clinton; Jay Bender of Pollocksville 
Presbyterian; and Sammy Thomasson of Shallotte Presbyterian. 
Elder Jay Bender has been selected to chair the Standing Commit-
tee on ñSocial Justice Issues: Exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven 
in the World.ò 
 
A major item of business before the Assembly will be the revision 
of the Form of Government which was sent back for further study 
by the 218th General Assembly. One of the Standing Committees 
at the Assembly will have no other business than looking at the 
suggestions that have come in from an Ad Hoc Committee ap-
pointed by the 218th Assembly and making recommendation to the 
Minneapolis Assembly as to how to handle this major revision of 
the Form of Government. There is a possibility that the revision will 
be sent to the Presbyteries for action and we will need to consider 
adopting of refusing to adopt this new approach to our Form of 
Government. 
 
Each of the eighteen Standing Committees will have a full slate of 

business to deal with and the Commissioners will find their days 

long and there energy challenged. They will also find their spirits 

uplifted by the worship and their hearts challenged by the breadth 

of the opportunities our Church has to do Godôs will in the world. 

Watch events as they happen at www.pcusa.org/ga219 . 

Plan a welcome celebration for Christian Education Week , 

September 12-18. Find suggestions for commissioning and wor-
ship services at pcusa.org/education . 

mailto:eduardomorreno@presbycc.org
http://www.presbycc-camps.org/
mailto:annlocklear@presbycc.org
http://www.pcusa.org/ga219
http://www.pcusa.org/oga/newsstories/ga219_logo.htm
pcusa.org/education


FUNDS TO FIGHT HUNGERð 

As we participate in the 2 Cents-A-Meal pro-
gram, we are expressing our gratitude by 
giving a few cents at every meal.  These 
small acts of faithfulness do add up.   
 
In our Presbytery in 2009, 16 agencies re-

ceived grants from your Cents-ability offerings.  Visit Presby-
teryôs web site for information on how to submit a grant pro-
posal.  www.presbycc.org/missions/hunger . 
 

 
Whatôs NEW with YOUTH ð 

The youth of our presbytery would like you to keep us in your prayers 
as we prepare for our upcoming summer trips.  We have a spiritual 
summer planned and are very excited to be able to go on these trips 
and have new experiences. 
 
Montreat:  June 13 ï 19, 2010 Week 2.  Due to Triennium we moved 
our week up and we have 18 total participants, 14 youth and 4 adults.  
The theme this year is In These Waters and we will explore how God 
calls each of us to be a new creature in Jesus Christ and to live a life 
of service and faith.  Our week at Montreat will be led by an out-
standing planning team with Gail Nelson, Memphis TN, as the Key-
note Speaker and Bobby Williamson, Conway AR, as our Music 
Leader.  We look forward to sharing pictures and stories of our trip 
when we get home!! 
 
2010 Presbyterian Youth Triennium:  July 19 ï 25, 2010, Purdue 
University, Lafayette Indiana.  We have 49 participants, 40 youth and 
9 adults, who will load up a commercial bus and hit the road for an 
experience of a lifetime.  This yearôs theme is ñFor Such a Time as 
Thisò and we will be looking deeper into baptism, devotion, calling, 
redemption and commissioning.  We will be surrounded by 4,000 
other Christian youth who will be free to share in the love of Jesus 
Christ and be able to get out of our comfort zone and experience 
great things together.  We will be able to bring home and share all of 
the great things that Triennium had to offer and rejoice in knowing 
that through Jesus Christ, all things are possible!! 
 
We would all like to thank everyone for their prayers and donations in 
order to make these trips possible.  It is truly awesome to know we 
have such a loving and generous presbytery to support us on our 
faith journey. 
 
Presbytery Youth Council:  
 
The new 2010/2011 Youth Council has been selected.  We met in 
May at Bogue Sound to celebrate another wonderful year and to say 
goodbye to our seniors as well as meet our new members.  It will be 
a great time for all of us.  We will meet again in August at Camp Mon-
roe to jump into planning for the 2010/2011 year.  We currently have 
21 youth on our council and 7 adults.  Together we will make this 
upcoming year even better than the last.  We will be saying goodbye 
to 4 of our seniors who have been a tremendous asset to our team.  
Amanda Long, Dominic Maffia, Ross Masters and Ryan Jett.  We will 
miss you guys!!  Good luck in all you do. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!MARK YOUR CALENDARS!   

Upcoming  Fall 2010  & 2011 Presbytery Youth Events  
Sept. 11ðYouth Kick Offð1st Pres., Lumberton 
Nov. 13-14ðSenior High RetreatðCamp Kirkwood 
Jan. 8ðYouth Quake 
Mar 12-13ðMiddle School RetreatðCamp Kirkwood 
 
-If you have any suggestions or would like to volunteer your 
church for a youth event, please contact Jennifer Maffia at the 
presbytery office or jennifermaffia@presbycc.org . 
 
 
 

 
 

Get on the List for your  
2010-2011 PCUSA PLANNING CALENDAR.  

Calendars are available at the Presbytery office ñThis 19-

month calendar runs from June 2010 until December 2011 and is a 
useful tool for  pastors, church leaders, and others.  Find features 
such as lectionary, colors for liturgical seasons, monthly planning 
suggestions, staff directories and fold-out maps.  
 
To get the bulk order discount, place our order with the Presbytery 
office.  Distribution will be at the June Presbytery meeting or you can 
pick them up at the Presbytery office.  Prepayment is requested. Any 
mailing will be extra. 

 
 

 

Presbyterian Women of the  
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina  

FALL GATHERINGSFALL GATHERINGSð offer work-
shops for moderators, circle modera-
tors, treasurers, Bible study leaders & 
moreé 

Dates & locations:  
East CommunityðAug. 14 at Warsaw PC 
Central CommunityðAug. 21 at Peace PC 
West CommunityðAug. 28 at Bethesda PC 
 
   Order PW and PC(USA) Leadership Resources ð   
By calling PDS at 800-524-2612 or visit www.pcusa.org/
marketplace 

¶ Revelation in Contextðsupplementary Bible study 
material provides 4 short exercises on some of the 
more challenging theological concepts raised in the 
study. Available as a free download at 
www.pcusa.org/horizons . 

¶ How to Write Church Historyð(PWR-02-105) 

¶ Together in Service Guideð(PWR-07-431) 
 
The Coastal Carolina PW Scholarship Team was 
pleased to announce at the Spring Gathering the  
Lorena Clark Piner Scholarships recipients: 
Caroline CarterðCarthage PC 
Whitney P. ChriscoðOlivia PC 
William R. Marsh, Jr.ðClarkton PC 
Jackson RileyðFirst PC, Morehead City 
Monica RiveraðRaeford PC 
Caitlin YoungðFirst PC, Wilmington 
 

 
Pocket Church Participating in  
ñThe Year of the Bibleò  

reading program  
 
Do you know the two sets of brothers 
among Jesusô twelve disciples? Or, what 
false accusation landed Jacobôs son Joseph in jail? Here at 
Pocket Presbyterian Church , we doðbecause weôre reading 
through the entire Bible in 2010 as a congregation! More than 
seventy-five Pocket members are participating in ñThe Year of 
the Bible,ò which is a Bible-reading program designed by Pres-
byterian pastor James Davison. Each dayôs reading includes 
two chapters from the Old Testament, and one from the New 
Testament, which provides enough variety to keep it interest-
ing. Each participant has his or her own reading guide 
(available through Pres. Distribution Service, Witherspoon 
Press), which includes both a list of each dayôs readings, and 
an introduction to the readings for the coming month.  
 
To help keep interest high, all year long Iôm preaching from 
passages weôre reading that week. In addition, I ask two or 
three Bible content questions each Sunday morning during 
announcementsðalso from that weekôs readings. 
 
Is the program making a difference in our congregation? 
Hereôs a sample of comments Iôve overheard in recent weeks: 
ñSometimes the reading gets so interesting, I have a hard time 
stopping!ò 

ñIôm so glad Iôm doing this reading from the Old Testament.  I 
didnôt realize how much I was missing.ò 

Almost 90 percent of church-going American Christians never 
read through the whole Bible during their lifetime, but weôre 
changing that statistic here in Lee County. Why donôt you do 
the same in your church? 
 
David Dudley, Pastor 
Pocket Presbyterian Church, Sanford, NC 

http://www.presbycc.org/missions/hunger
mailto:jennifermaffia@presbycc.org
http://www.pcusa.org/marketplace
http://www.pcusa.org/marketplace

