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Points to Ponder… 
“Getting to know you….” 
 
Every year about this time of year (or maybe a little earlier each year…) I find myself saying, “I’m not ready yet 
to think about a new year coming up, it seems like this year just began a couple of months ago!” Well, this 
year, 2007, is no different. Except that, while not wanting to rush time any faster than it already passes by, I’m 
really looking forward to next year – in our Presbytery. Presbytery Council has adopted “Cultivating Generosity” 
as a theme for this interim year: 2008. We’re envisioning a year in which the primary focus will be on 
“Relationship”: meeting and greeting, and listening, and talking frankly about needs and resources, building 
relationships beyond the smiling faces, taking stock of the rich diversity of the tapestry of this Presbytery which 
is still in its infancy, finding common ground, developing trust and claiming our Oneness in Christ. A big order, 
you might say. And you’d be right. 
 
So where do we start? Well, I’m thinking about how we often begin a workshop or class of some sort, with a 
“getting acquainted” exercise. You know, the kind where you’re hoping that the leader isn’t actually going to 
ask you to get up and do something silly, and you’re relieved when its just a round-robin “tell us something 
about yourself” request. But invariable, those self-introductions will involve some reference to “my history” – the 
family, the town, the church, the birthplace from which we have come. 
 
In a similar vein, each time I have begun a new pastorate, I have made an effort to find out initially as much as 
I can about the history of the church I have been called to serve. “Knowing” these people in my new church 
begins with knowing something about who they were before I got here, where they came from, how and when 
the church was founded, etc. 
 
Accordingly, since coming into the Presbytery office this past June, I have been trying to learn about this 
Presbytery, its brief history, and the prior parts that were put together in forming it. I have spent a great deal of 
time recently west of I-95 because while I’ve been in PCC for over 13 years, its all been spent east of I-95. I’ve 
been trying to understand better the ”culture” of the former PCUS because I was initially ordained and spent 20 
years in the former UPCUSA. I’ve also studied the Book (from our Resource Center, of course) entitled “The 
History and Contributions of All-Black Governing Bodies”, approved by the General Assembly of the PC(USA) 
in 2005, because I am an “Anglo-American”, Presbyterian, not an African-American Presbyterian.  
More slowly, I must admit, I am beginning to learn more about the Hispanic Presbyterian experience. 
 
What I’m getting around to is this. Before we can celebrate our unity as one whole presbytery, we need to be 
respectful and interested in knowing who we (our congregations) were before we became the Presbytery of 
Coastal Carolina. The varied backgrounds represented by our 189 churches represent a richness in gifts and 
resources, and God’s blessings that we probably need to appreciate more fully. We have a lot to learn from 
each other. We have a lot to learn about God’s purposes in our all being together in this time. 
 
This is why I am very happy to see the completion of the “History of the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina” which 
our History Committee has worked very hard to pull together. My prayer is that this document will be yet 
another resource that will help us to…pull together. 
 
David A. Walker - Interim General Executive 
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Cherishing Our Past - A Human Interest Account   
Presbytery's History Committee hopes to present to the Council of Coastal Carolina Presbytery, a 

manuscript which records the establishment and development of Coastal Carolina Presbytery from the 
Reunion of the Church in 1983 until the present.  In January, it will be presented to Council members for their 
approval to publish. 

The history is a human interest account, written in anecdotal style, and relying on the personalities and 
character of people who were involved to tell the exciting story of reunion and renewal. 

To quote Robert C. Bankhead, our most capable editor, “We have tried to be entertaining rather than 
exhaustive.  In everything, we have sought to be correct and accurate, without trying to be comprehensive.” 

Writing this history has been a labor of love.  As the committee researched and reviewed this period, 
they were constantly reminded of how God works through and in the lives of people of his church.  They 
expressed gratitude for the privilege of serving on the History Committee and thank the Council for appointing 
them to do so.  The History Committee is composed of the following persons: Ms. Ann Taylor (chair), Ms. 
Martha McLeod, Rev. Arnold Walker, Rev. Roger Horne, Rev. Bob Bankhead and Dr. David Walker (staff).  
                                                                                                            
NEW IN MINISTRY— 

� Michael C. Baynai - Associate pastor at Little Chapel on the Boardwalk, Wrightsville Beach 
� Donald L. Fischer - Commissioned Lay Pastor at Village Church, Fayetteville 

 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mission Challenge '07 Speakers encouraged by Response of 
Congregations  
 
Church (U.S.A.) missionaries wound down an expansive and exhilarating experience 
on the road. They ended their month-long assignments Thursday, November 1, and 
headed back to Louisville to share what they have learned with World Mission staff. 
 
Mission Challenge '07 sent them criss-crossing the country telling how God is at work 
through Presbyterian mission around the world. Missionaries preached at Sunday 
morning worship services, spoke at presbytery meetings, dialogued with mission committees and shared table 
fellowship at countless potluck dinners. 
 
At the invitation of Presbytery's Mission & Outreach Committee, Coastal Carolina was visited by Rev. Bill 
Yoder, who has served as a missionary to Thailand for 30-some years.  Bill shared his passion for mission and 
hopes for the PCUSA world-wide missions work at Elizabethtown Church, First Jacksonville, Edgewood, 
Ebenezer, First Dunn and Brownson Memorial.  To find out how you can support PC(USA) missionaries, go to 
http://www.pcusa.org/missionchallenge07/congregations.htm . Contact Presbytery's Resource Center to view a 
DVD presentation on PCUSA worldwide missions. 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Discover what's happening in your world! Be part of what's happening every day!  - 
For over 115 years the Mission Yearbook has led the way, bringing the Presbyterian family together daily for prayer and 
study. Learn about and pray for those in situations of joy or need and those who minister in the name of Christ. 
To order your 2008 Mission Yearbook, call (800) 524-2612 or order online - Item# 1571530835; $8 each for 1--24 
copies.   

 
At www.presbycc.org you can find many helpful things: 

• Churches listed by County and individual profile pages and photos ; Form for nominating folks to 
presbytery committees; Mission Information & Ideas (links); Listings of materials in the Resource Center; How to 
remitting funds to Presbytery; Read the Sexual Misconduct Policy of the Presbytery; See the Presbytery budget; 

learn about Per Capita; Pastoral Openings - (CIFs); Make lunch reservations for Presbytery meetings; Calendar of 

committee meetings and events, committee chairs 
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CC-PANDA - Presbytery's Newest Committee 
Presbytery's Mission and Outreach Committee has formed Presbyterian Aid Network for Disaster Assistance. 
Mission Statement: 
PANDA:  Responding with Christ's love to disasters within our presbytery and around the world. 
  
Vision Statement: 
Disasters come in many forms--hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, terrorism, catastrophic accidents, and others.  In 
all of these tragedies, there is an opportunity and challenge for people of faith to respond effectively and 
compassionately.  As people who are called to demonstrate the compassion of Christ, we want to use our 
God-given talents to demonstrate our caring as we plan for and implement actions of short term and long term 
nature.  
For information on how you can be involved, contact committee chair, Rev. Jason Davenport - 919-775-3713. 

_____________________________________________ 

 
News from the Hudsons in India—  
Revs. David and Sue Hudson, formerly co-pastors of Bethesda Presbyterian 
Church in Aberdeen, NC have been called as the Presbyterian Church 
(USA)’s Regional Liaisons for South Asia.   
 
HIV/AIDS prevention and education is one area of concern being addressed 
in their mission field. In October, the Church of North India's Synodical Board 
of Health Services hosted their Annual Aids Teen Peer Educators Training 
Programme for upper class students in eight schools in Delhi.  The purpose 
of the event was to provide a context to train bright young students, then 
send them back into their schools with facts and practical advice. David Hudson was invited to participate in 
the event.  
 
They are raising their program funds to facilitate Presbyterian Church (USA) support for partner programs, 
relationships and mission, as well as implementing regional strategies for the PC(USA).,  They support mission 
personnel in South Asia through information sharing, mentoring/guiding, encouraging and as links to connect 
partner churches and institutions with PC(USA) congregations and presbyteries.  You may contribute to their 
work by designating funds to ECO Account # EO51758.  Congregations may send support to their normal 
receiving site or: Presbyterian Church (USA) 
                           Church Remittance Processing 
                           P.O. Box 643678 
                           Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3678 
Please be sure to designate: Account # EO51758.  Find more information on the Hudsons and other 
missionaries at www.pcusa.org/missionconnections. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Trip to Tabasco, Mexico cancelled due to flooding -   The November 5-12 trip sponsored by the 
Partnership Committee of The Presbytery of Coastal Carolina was cancelled due to one of Mexico's largest 
natural disasters in recent history. The level of devastation in Tabasco is being compared to that of Hurricane 
Katrina in the United States.  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has sent $30,000 in aid to the flood-
soaked state of Tabasco. 
How you can help… 
Individuals or congregations wishing to contribute funds for flood relief can send checks (to the Presbytery 
office) made out to Presbytery of Coastal Carolina, marked for " Tabasco Flood Relief ."  The funds will be 
channeled directly to the Presbytery of the Gulf of Mexico's Disaster Relief Committee. 
To find updates on Tabasco, go to www.pcusa.org/pda/response/latinamerica/mexico-index.htm . 
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  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR NAMED AT SCOTIA VILLAGE 
Laurinburg, November 9, 2007 - Executives from The Presbyterian Homes, Inc. together with the Executive 
Committee of the Scotia Village Board of Trustees announced Steve Rumbley as the Executive Director of 
Scotia Village effective January 2, 2008. 
 
Tim Webster, Vice President of Operations of the Presbyterian Homes, Inc. stated, “We’re excited about Steve, 
his exemplary leadership skills and ability to bring together a management team through motivation and 
consensus.  He has over 20 years experience in operating and developing retirement communities.” 
 
Mr. Rumbley is a graduate of the University of North Carolina at Greensboro with a degree in Business 
Administration.  Mr. Rumbley was formerly Executive Director of Cross Road Retirement Community in 
Asheboro, North Carolina.  He and his wife Suzanne plan on residing in the Laurinburg area. 
 
Scotia Village, an affiliate of The Presbyterian Homes, Inc., is a non-profit, nationally accredited, continuing 
care retirement community situated on 66 acres in Laurinburg, NC. 
 

LOCAL CHURCH HAPPENINGS:  
A Ministry That Spreads Joy - It's songs and puppets at Little 
Chapel on the Boardwalk! The puppet ministry at the Wrightsville 
Beach Church began in 2001.  A workshop was held for members 
of the church to make puppets for the ministry under the direction 
of Rachel Christopher, Judy Gibson, both of Little Chapel, and 
Joan Davis from Greensboro.  The next step was the creation of a 
stage by Lloyd Stalls and his family. A year later, a smaller portable 
stage was built so we could carry our puppets to nursing homes in 
Wilmington and surrounding areas.  The puppets were a hit and 
the ministry has been a great success.  The puppeteers find joy in 
bringing a bright smile to a face, a tap to a foot, or a voice to a song.  The troupe of puppeteers average 
around 15 in number and range in age from 5th grade to senior adults. 
 
Shallotte Church Begins Parish Nursing Program - Nancy Setzer and Ginny Dixon have offered their 
congregation the opportunity to have their blood pressure taken at church. They encourage members to take a 
few extra minutes to include their physical health as well as their spiritual health. Parish nursing is an idea born 
out of the understanding of the healing ministry of the church and the need to return to health care that focuses 
on the whole person to emphasize wellness, disease prevention, and health promotion. A parish nurse is a 
registered nurse with additional training who serves members of the congregation and often people in the 
community as well. For more information about this ministry go to  
www.pcusa.org/nationalhealth/parishnursing/index.htm  

 
Rotation Workshop Sunday School at First Church, Wilmington promotes faith formation 
for kindergarteners through 5th graders. In the current rotation, they will learn the story of Queen 
Esther and how God used a willing person to do great things. Making masks, baking cookies, 
storytelling and a movie help the children experience the story in interactive ways. 
 
 

"Rake and Run" Must Be Fun! - Members at 1st Church, Fayetteville grabbed their rakes and gloves to 
race around their communities raking yards for those members who requested help with disposing of the fall 
leaves in their yards.  After 7 yards were raked and countless memories were made, they enjoyed a BBQ 
dinner.  What a great way to get your exercise, fun and to serve others…not to mention the party afterwards! 
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Mexico Mission Trip - The details are in for 1st Church, Morehead City's mission trip to Mexico. The dates 
are January 27th until February 3rd. Plans include several half days of spiritual work and reflection, several half 
days of light service work, i.e. painting, some interaction with local congregations, sightseeing with a day trip to 
the ruins and beaches. 
 
Laurinburg Church Board of Deacons Sponsors "Mission Laurinburg" - Laurinburg Presbyterian 
Church deacons initiated projects for members to participate in community service. The projects completed 
were: 9 bushels of peanuts gleaned, improvements at the Community Health Clinic, trash pick up at a park and 
street, repairs were made to the Church Community Services building, and a food drive by the youth. 

 
Calabash Church Sponsors 4th Annual Alternative Giving Market - The Calabash Church at Sunset 
Beach hosted an Alternative Giving Market on November 16, 17, & 18, 2007. This event provided an answer 
for the "What do you give the person who has everything?" question.  At the market, shoppers had the 
opportunity to "purchase" a variety of animals to help hungry families around the world. These living gifts are 
programs sponsored by Heifer International. Several Brunswick County non-profits were represented, and folks 
could "purchase" groceries for food pantries, bricks for Habitat, wheels for Meals on Wheels, etc.  
 

REGIONAL EVENTS— 
Region 2 - Advent/Christmas Choir Festival - January 13, 2008 at Pike-Rocky Point Church, 3pm. Share 
your choir's Christmas music with others in Region 2.  Contact D Askins (910-604-1059) or Randy Taylor (910-
259-9181) to sign up or for more information. 
Region 4 - Fall Quilting of Praise - On Sunday, November 11th, choirs from churches in Region 4 sang one 
anthem each and  joined together to sing hymns of praise at Highland Church, Fayetteville.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Can we build a new church?Can we build a new church?Can we build a new church?Can we build a new church?    The Presbytery Council has approved the request of the New Church 

Development Committee to resume an emphasis on the FIFTH SUNDAY OFFERING designated for 
establishing new congregations. December 30th has been designated as New Church Development Sunday 
by the denomination. Fifth Sunday offerings should be sent to the Presbytery office designated New Church 
Development.  Go to http://www.pcusa.org/newchurch/ for more information about New Church Development 
Sunday.  

Christmas Joy OfferingChristmas Joy OfferingChristmas Joy OfferingChristmas Joy Offering    ----    A Presbyterian 
tradition for almost seventy years, the Christmas Joy 
Offering is one of the four special offerings designated 
by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) to provide congregations direct ways of 

supporting specific causes that help those in need. You are encouraged to support the Christmas Joy Offering through 
gifts to your congregation's offering. If for some reason that is not convenient, feel free to support the offering directly. Fifty 
percent of the receipts to the Christmas Joy Offering are distributed to the Board of Pensions for assistance programs that 
provide support to retired and active church workers and their spouses and families. The other fifty percent supports 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic education through the National Ministries Division of the General Assembly Council. The 
Christmas Joy Offering is usually received the Sunday before Christmas. Resources are mailed to each congregation in 
early September. Free promotional materials include poster, bulletin covers, bulletin inserts, minutes for mission, a booklet 
with helpful hints for a successful promotion, place mats, coin box , worship resources, and offering envelopes. All of the 
resources are available through PDS by calling (800) 524-2612 or order online at Presbyterian Marketplace.  New 
Christmas Joy Offering PowerPoint is available in the Resource Center. 

This downloadable resource offers several programs that may be useful to you this year.  
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                                                                      Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina 
Michele Simmons, Communicating Secretary 

     
 As the days are getting shorter and colder, Presbyterian Women throughout the Presbytery of 
Coastal Carolina are in full swing with various PW activities.  Each of the Fall Gatherings were 
well attended and offered attendees a time to fellowship and learn more about everything from 
the duties of each office to help with this year’s Horizons Bible study.   
     A huge thank you goes out to each of the host churches for the Fall Gatherings—
Wallace Presbyterian, Peace Presbyterian, Fayetteville, and Jackson Springs Presbyterian—

as well as all the workshop facilitators.  Job well done! For churches who did not have representatives attend 
the meeting, your handbook and other pertinent information was mailed to your church.   
    
 Have you read the revised PW constitution and bylaws? In the packet distributed at the gathering or 
mailed to those not attending, is the revised constitution and by-laws for PW which is to be approved at the 
Spring Gathering in April; therefore, please make sure to review the new constitution and by-laws to make an 
informed vote in April.  If you have not received that information, please contact me at (910) 476-6172 and I will 
be happy to send you the necessary material. 
 Have you visited the new PW website yet?  If not, just go to www.presbycc.org/pw.  This website has 
much of the information you need to know about PW right at your fingertips. 
 Please note that the Mission Pledge forms were due to Moderator Rachel Smith by November 
15.  If you have not forwarded them, please mail them to Rachel at  
5824 Beulah Hill Church Road, West End, NC  27376.     
 In addition, please collect and dedicate your Thank Offerings and send them by December 10 to 
our treasurer, Joyce Winkler, PO Box 97, Linden, NC  28356.  Furthermore, quarterly pledges are due to Joyce 
by December 10.  
  

LOOKING AHEAD: 
- Annual reports are due to our Moderator, Rachel Smith, by January 31.   
- College scholarship applications are due by February 15 to Gussie McNair, 209 Isabell Lane, Carthage, 

NC  28327.   
- All histories should be sent to historian, Shirlee Johnson at 241 Dogwood Lane, Lillington, NC  27546, 

by the end of February.  

  
What is the PW Thank Offering? This offering is collected in the fall and gives women a tangible way to 
express their gratitude for the special blessings in their lives. The offering funds projects such as agricultural 
development, child care, community organization, criminal justice, drug counseling, elderly care, and 
employment training.  40 percent of the offering support health ministries throughout the world and the 
remaining 60% funds new creative ideas for mission.  

    
Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday ---- March 9, 2 March 9, 2 March 9, 2 March 9, 2008 008 008 008 ----    This Sunday is set 

aside to honor women who contribute their gifts and talents to the church and 
community.  In 2008, we continue the celebration of young women within our church, 
as well as honoring the "inner young woman" dwelling inside gracefully aging women, 
who have within them the divine spark of vitality. Worship resources can be found in 

the Nov/Dec issue of Horizons magazine. 

 
  
In closing, this is a busy time in the life of the church as we have begun to celebrate Advent and look forward 
to Epiphany and Lent.  May we never lose focus of the center of all the celebrations—Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Savior! 
 
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness”—2 Timothy 3:16  Let us 
always remember from the PW purpose that we:  “commit ourselves to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study.”  
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Christian Education Corner - 

Equipping the Saints:  
WWWooorrrkkkssshhhooopppsss   fffooorrr   PPPrrrooommmoootttiiinnnggg   CCChhhrrriiissstttiiiaaannn   EEEddduuucccaaatttiiiooonnn

Sponsored by the Committee for Christian Education & Stewardship Development  
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina 

February 16, 2008 
                      9:00 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.

             Highland Presbyterian Church, 111 Highland Ave, Fayetteville, NC 28305 
Keynote Speaker: CCCiiinnndddyyy   KKKiiisssssseeelll---IIItttooo   ---   visiting professor of Christian Education - Union PSCE, PH.D. 
Join us for keynote, and two workshop sessions offering 5 workshops each.  For more information, check 
www.presbycc.org under "upcoming events" or contact kayebledsoe@presbycc.org.  

 

A.P.C.E. Annual Event 2008 
Register before Dec. 18th and get early-bird discount. 

A Conference for All Persons Serving in Educational Ministry  
TOWN AND COUNTRY RESORT AND CONVENTION CENTER  

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA  
February 13 - 16, 2008 

For more information, go to http://apcenet.org/events/annual-next.htm . 

Swing right in to Rainforest Adventure for a Tree Top VBS Bible Blast  

In 2008 Vacation Bible School, kids experience Bible stories through an interactive combination of 
music, art, science, games, worship and drama in an imaginary Rainforest 
Canopy. An exciting addition to Rainforest Adventure is the 2008 Vacation Bible 
School Mission Project – Living Waters for the World. VBS participants have an 
opportunity to support this mission of the Synod of Living Waters and the 
PC(USA). Visit the Living Waters for the World Web site to learn about this 

volunteer project that provides clean water systems for children all over the 
world. 

To order your starter kit, go to http://www.pcusa.org/vbs/ordernow.htm#kit 
. 

A New On-line Teacher Training for Reformed Educational Ministry is NOW 
AVAILABLE! 
Opening Doors to Discipleship: Teacher Training On-line. The web address is 
www.openingdoorstodiscipleship.com.  The site was launched in September 2007. There will be links from 
www.pcusa.org/point/academy .  Opening Doors to Discipleship, sponsored by five denominations in North America, 
will be provided at no cost to partner members or congregations. The project sponsors are: The Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, The Moravian Church in America, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), The Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, and The Reformed Church in America. Other denominations may take advantage of the site by contacting the 
online course administrator to make arrangements. The goal of this project is to equip leaders who walk beside others 
on the journey of discipleship.  

The site will offer three courses when complete: 
1. Teacher Skills; 2. Bible Background; 3. Presbyterian/Reformed Faith 
Each on-line course will include 12 sessions.  
______________________________________________ 
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Search for Interim Camp Director - The Presbytery is accepting applications and nominations for the 
position of Interim Camp Director. This position is responsible for developing, implementing and evaluating 
Presbytery’s summer camping program. Person works independently or in conjunction with the Committee for 
Outdoor Ministries to ensure that: 1) summer camping goals are established, communicated and met; 2) 
programs are adequately publicized; 3) appropriate curriculum is in place for the camping season; 4) summer 
staff are employed, trained and adequately supervised; 5) resources are in place to meet the needs of the 
camping program; and 6) campers are provided with Christian nurture experiences during their stay at camp. 
 
A complete job description for this position can be obtained by calling Bob Fry, Special Assistant to the 
General Presbyter and Search Committee Chair, at (800) 277-7479 or by emailing him at 
bobfry@presbycc.org. Nominations and applications including resume can be sent by email or to the following 
address: Presbytery of Coastal Carolina, 807 West King Street, Elizabethtown, NC 28337. 
 
Note: The Interim Camp Director is a working job title for the Associate for Outdoor Ministries position. The job 
description for the Associate will be updated once the Transition Team’s proposed camp study is presented to 
Presbytery and adopted.  

 

Renovations, construction enhance St. Andrews campus  

 
     When St. Andrews Presbyterian College opened in 1961, all the facilities were new and impressive. Since 
that time, strategic renovations on the main campus have been joined by new construction at the equestrian 
facility on Hasty Road. 
       “Since I came back to the campus in 1998, we have seen several changes on the campus,” said President 
Paul Baldasare, who graduated from the college in 1977. “Our equestrian facility has grown significantly and 
the main campus has seen renovations in classrooms and living space. Specifically, we’ve added more smart 
classrooms, improved the appearance of our buildings with better lighting, renovated residence halls and made 
some changes in the Belk College Center.” 
    Over the past six months, three more projects have been completed while two additional projects are being 
prepared for work when it will be least disruptive to the campus population. 
     The expansion of the Equestrian Center continued with a 22-stall barn, bringing the total stalls to 120. This 
newest barn includes 12’ x 12’ matted stalls housing boarder and lesson horses.  
     Another group of athletes will benefit from the renovations made to the O’Herron Pool thanks to the 
generous donations made by the family.  
      Further information may be obtained by visiting the College's website www.sapc.edu or calling admissions 
at 800-763-0198 sending an e-mail to admissions@sapc.edu. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CONTINUING EDUCATION AT UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY & PSCE, Richmond, VA 
 
Honor the Small in Small Churches - 
Doing ministry in a small church? Two continuing education events at Union-PSCE will explore the unique challenges 
of nurturing small church identity and enhancing Christian education in the small church. 
February 5-7, 2008 
Christian Education in the Small Membership Church 

Cindy Kissel-Ito, visiting assistant professor of Christian education at Union-PSCE, will lead this workshop. A 
variety of resources and approaches are available to build an effective Christian education program in the 
small membership church. This workshop tries to help pastors and educators overcome the limitations of 
scarce resources and limited staff by exploring models of individual and intergenerational teaching and 
learning theories that support spiritual formation. 
Registration:$130 
CEUs: 1.1 

Mark your calendar and click on the following link to find out about registration and to see a complete list of offerings 
at The Center for Ministry and Leadership Development at Union Theological Seminary and Presbyterian School of 
Christian Education. www.union-psce.edu then click on leadership development. E-mail CMLD@union-psce.edu. 
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Coastal Carolina Coastal Carolina Coastal Carolina Coastal Carolina YOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRYYOUTH MINISTRY    
MARK YOUR CALENDARS… 

Presbytery of Coastal Carolina's Youth Council 2007-'08 Events Dates: 
Jan. 12, 2008 - Youth Quake 
Feb. 23 & 24, 2008 - Middle School Retreat 
June 7-14, 2008 - Montreat Youth Conference 
June 27 - July 6, 2008 - (tentative) Youth Mission Trip 
           (Locations to be announced) 

 
 Presbytery's 2008-'09 Youth Council - The following Senior High Youth were inducted into the Presbytery Youth 
Council at the October 6, 2007 meeting:  Emily O’Farrell, John Tyler, Amanda Long, Jackson Gladden, Mary Kate 
Maready, Maggie Stalls, Sarah Brodmerkel, Ann Mendenhall, Logan Shackelford, Hanna Bell, Mary Goodnight, 
Kristen Alexander, Chris Knox, Dominic Maffia, Nate Warren, Jennifer Maffia, Amanda King, Emily Kline, Brenton 
O’Hara, Spencer Bowman, Thomas Banks, Scotland Shouse, Barbara Pipo, Patricia McLaurin, Hannah Massey 
and Matthew Morgan.  Congratulations to you all and thank you for such wonderful service to the Youth Ministry 
Program of our Presbytery.  Be sure to encourage your youth to apply for our youth council for the 2008/2009 
school year.   
 

YOUTH MINISTRY KICK OFF 
 On September 8, 2007 the youth of Coastal Carolina Presbytery gathered in Lillington for a huge kick off event.  It 
was overwhelming with 113 youth and adult participants enjoying a day of fellowship, food, canoeing and playing games 
together.  What an amazing site.  Thanks to Lillington Presbyterian Church for your support in getting things together for 
this event.  Also, thanks to our entertainment Divided By Friday, Catch Ya Later Casanova and Tom Dendy for such great 
music.  The Youth Council looks forward to seeing everyone again at our future events. 
 

2008 YOUTH QUAKE 
The Senior High 2008 Youth Quake event is scheduled for January 13, 2008 at Little Chapel on the Boardwalk 
Presbyterian Church in Wrightsville Beach.  We are really excited about the BEACH NIGHT TALENT SHOW!!  
Encourage all of your Senior High Youth to sign up a talent or get a group together for a skit.  This will be a great day of 
fun and a chance to see our youth come together and perform for each other.  Event information and talent act 
applications are available on the web site.  Sign Up Today!! 

WEB SITE INFORMATION 
Be sure to check the Youth section of the Presbytery web site www.presbycc.org/youth for information on upcoming 
events such as the Middle School Retreat, Montreat Conference and Mission Trips.  Also, feel free to email Jennifer 
Maffia at jmaffia@nc.rr.com with any questions you may have.  
 
The PC(USA) Ministries with Youth partners with d365.org -  

Daily devotions with depth for young people! d365.org is an online devotion site designed for youth and youth 
leaders. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) "Ministries with Youth" team is pleased to announcce that we are 
now official partners in this ministry! Add this site to your "favorites" Make it a part of your daily routine. Share 
this with your friends, youth leaders, youth and parents of teens. Now you can ACTIVELY seek God's wisdom, 
word and deep peace each day — wherever you are! 

Don't Forget to Participate in the February 3rd   

 SSOOUUPPEERR  BBOOWWLL  OOFF  CCAARRIINNGG  --  wwwwww..ssoouuppeerrbboowwll..oorrgg    
 
 
 
Online curriculum for churches at 
www.thethoughtfulchristian.com - 

Thanks to the more than thirty youth leaders who participated in feedback sessions with us in July, The 
Thoughtful Christian has created a format for the new youth studies. This site will be launched in February 
2008 with more than twenty studies designed specifically for high schoolers. Also, some of their current studies 
will be adapted for teenagers. They are still creating the list of studies for this part of the program, so feel free 
to make suggestions at feedback@thethoughtfulchristian.com. 
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The Presbytery's Committee for Church Revitalization and 
Transformation is actively working with congregations and eager to 
serve other churches in our Presbytery.  This committee hopes to 

provide consultations to congregations looking for new ways to respond to God's calling in the midst of a 
changing culture and community.  Rev. Owen Carriker, chair of the committee, hopes congregations poised 
for change will contact the committee. Contact Owen at 910-270-2312 or 
carrikertpc@bellsouth.net.  

The PC(USA) has an office of Congregational Transformation whose mission is to encourage and support the 
development of regional networks; provide leadership and planning workshops; provide and identify resources 
and provide leadership training for clergy and lay leaders.  Find more information at 
http://www.pcusa.org/transformation/ . 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) produces ABC network’s Christmas special 

LOUISVILLE — This year’s ABC television network Christmas Eve service will originate from Noroton 
Presbyterian Church in Darien, CT.  

The program, produced by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s Media Services office under the auspices of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ USA (NCC), will be taped Nov. 18 for telecast on ABC affiliate stations on Christmas Eve. 
Greg Kapfhammer, Media Services coordinator, is producer.   

The one-hour musical program, “The Angels Sing,” is based on the traditional “Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols.”  

It features the church’s chamber choir, instrumentalists and soloists performing under the direction of Dwayne 
Condon, Noroton’s director of worship & fine arts ministry. Children, church members and Noroton’s pastor, the Rev. 
Samuel A. Schreiner III, will read scripture.  

Local air times may vary. Viewers are urged to check their local ABC listings for exact details on the telecast in their 
area. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Presbyterian Counseling Center - 910-452-7370 - Wilmington, NC 
www.presbyteriancounselingcenter.com 

 
CENTERPOINT  

 

“What is the correct thing to say to someone who is grieving the loss of a loved one?” 
 
That question was on the minds of individuals at an Educational Event I recently led on “Grief.”  We imagined 
ourselves at the Funeral Home and considered comments we might overhear.  “He’s in a better place.”  “You 
will always have your wonderful memories of many years together.”  “You were so lucky the whole family could 
be at the hospital.”  “It is God’s will, even if we can’t understand.” 
 
As well-meaning as these kinds of comments may be, they display an attitude that grief should be avoided.  It 
is as if people can be talked out of their grief with reassuring words.  Yet the reassurance may be only for the 
one offering consolation.  By speaking such words, we may be comforting ourselves more than offering 
comfort. 
 
Instead of trying to help someone escape their grief, the most helpful thing might be to enter into the grief and 
share it with them to some small degree.  Perhaps the most helpful phrase we might say is simply, “I am so 
sorry for your loss,” coupled with a caring handshake or a sincere hug.  Perhaps the most helpful thing we can 
do at such a moment is to let ourselves feel sad. 
 
                                                       - Jonathan Kelley 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Looking for help with planning your programs?    ----        
Your presbytery resource center has samples of many resources and a director to help you 

connect with what you need.  Access the database online by going to www.presbycc.org/resources  or contact 
Kaye (kayebledsoe@presbycc.org) for a consultation.  
Check out these RESOURCES: 
- Greening Congregations Handbook - This is an excellent resource for congregations interested in promoting 

respect and compassion for all creation. 

- High Impact African-American Churches - George Barna & Bishop Harry Jackson, Jr. combine their research, 
knowledge and experience to describe what vibrant African-American churches do that is changing lives. 

- All-Black Governing Bodies - is a history book of the all-Black governing bodies of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and their predecessor bodies. This history is not just for African Americans since the testimonies and deeds 
recorded are also a part of the past of all those who call themselves Presbyterian. 

- Contemplative Youth Ministry - This book by Mark Yaconelli suggests a more organic approach to youth 
ministry, allowing leaders to create meaningful silence, foster covenant communities, engage students in 
contemplative activities, maximize spontaneity - and help your students recognize the presence of Jesus in their 
everyday lives. 

- Praying in Color - This book introduces a new way to approach prayer. Using the right side of your brain the book 
provides a simple and profound path to God by drawing, visualization, movement and more.  The book is 
accompanied by an instructional workshop DVD. 

- Repentance, Faith, Holiness and Love - An Advent study from www.thethoughtfulchristian.com.  

- Just Walk Across the Room - This four-week DVD-based experience is designed to equip and inspire your 
entire church to leave their circles of comfort and extending hands of care, compassion, and inclusiveness to people 
who might need a touch of God's love. 

- Sing Joy to the World - A Christmas carol service - This is Christmas worship service utilizing the great traditional 
carols. The script incorporates prayers and sermon helps.  A CD-ROM is included that contains text in .rtf.doc and txt 
files that can be accessed by most PC programs. 

- How Silently the Gift is Given - A Christmas Eve service - This is a Christmas candle light service that includes 
a detailed script for worship leaders, music guide and worship bulletin. 

- A Baby Is Coming: children's sermons - This is a booklet of children's sermons for the Sundays in Advent and 
Christmas Eve/Day. Each children's sermon has an activity sheet. 

- Cool Tools for Hot Topics - This small book by Ron Kraybill & Evelyn Wright gives group tools to facilitate 
meetings when things are "hot." - a great piece for session training.  

- God Is Closer Than You Think - In this DVD-based program, John Ortberg is your teacher in six 15 minute 
sessions that will help your group experience the intimacy you long for with God - and that God longs to have with 
you. A leader's guide & participant's guide are included. 

- Direct Hit - This book offers hope to leaders of congregations that have lost their outward focus.  By preparing for 
and leading systemic change, pastors can bring new life into a congregation, guiding it to answer God's call to reach 
people with the good news. A "how to" for: 

- - Developing a vision and communicating a strategy 
- - Motivating a congregation to embrace a vision 
- - Developing resources ideas, and personnel to prepare for change 
- - Embedding a new DNA into the life of a congregation 

- NOOMA DVDs - Name, You & Today - Three of the newest 12-minute DVDs in Rob Bell's popular NOOMA series 
created for older youth & young adults.   

- Great Themes of the Bible, vol. 1 - In this book, March explores the significance of selected subjects that 
appear throughout the Bible and serve to hold it together as Scripture. The discussion of the great themes brings the 
reader to a deeper knowledge of some of the theological gems that are the foundation of biblical faith. Each chapter 
is followed by questions for discussion. 

 

Are you receiving the FREE WEEKLY Email UPDATE from the Presbytery office? 
Presbytery's email news service allows folks to subscribe and unsubscribe as they wish.   
To subscribe, go to www.presbycc.org and click where it says "Sign up for weekly news". Fill out the form 
which appears and click "add" at the bottom.  If your email address changes or you wish to unsubscribe, you 
go to the very bottom of a WEEKLY Email UPDATE and click where it says, "To update your email address 
(subscribe or unsubscribe) please click here". 
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PRESBYTERY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2007- 2008 
December 

6  - 9am - Registration begins for Presbytery meeting at 1st Church, Dunn 
13 - 10am - Mexico Partnership Committee 
     -  1:30 - Presbytery staff meeting 
     -  Honorably Retired Pastors' Luncheon at Scotia Village 

January 
8 - 1:00pm - Com. for Christian Education & Stewardship Development 
10 - 10am- 4pm - Committee on Ministry at Elizabethtown Church 
     - 10am - Mexico Partnership Committee 
     - 1pm   - Committee for Communications 
12 - Presbytery's Youth Council - Youth Quake 
14 - 10am - 12noon - PANDA 
15 - 9am - Budget & Finance Committee 
17 - 3pm - Com. for New Church Development 
29 - Presbytery Council meets 

 
Check www.presbycc.org for a current Presbytery calendar. 

 
May the gifts of the Christ child …Peace, Joy, Hope, Love 
be born anew in our hearts this Advent/Christmas Season. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 
PRESBYTERY OF COASTAL CAROLINA 
807 W. KING STREET 
ELIZABETHTOWN, NC 28337 
 
 
 


